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^ ■ I I I --. . For want of (kitb, 

* 

Dowu tbe steep precipice of irronj ili Jo- 

Vif(kt n»KgAO. 


- . . Rule tlijr fiery pasMcms, 

To bind iheir ingB. end stay iheir headlong eoune— 
To bear with accidents, and every change 
. Of varioui life—to atru^e n-tlb adversity. 
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On the following morning, Elizabeth, 

solitary and unsettled, was wandering 
through tbe garden, musing on the events 
of the preceding day, when she v as met 
by RoUn Rudd, a young mat. who had 
VOL. II. B occa''ional}y 
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^occasionally acted as a sort of iindtT-gar- 
dener at the parsonage, being perfectly 
respectable and respectful, and veiling 
under a rusticity of manner a fund of 
blunt humour. He had been a good 
deal noticed by both families; but Eli¬ 
zabeth M'as surprised by his appearance 
now, as he bad, only a few days before, 
taken a letter from her to Matilda Darn- 
Icy, having determined on seeking his 
fortune in London. ' 

“ Why, Mr. Rudd,” she cried, “ I did 
not expect to see you here, as I supposed 
you were now in town, where I thought 
you had determined on settling.” 

“ And so I did, ma’am; but some¬ 
how I, den’^' think my fortin lies in 
Lunnon.”* 

“ You havvf surely not been there long 
enough to fmd it; Did you take a dis¬ 
like to the place?” 

• “ No, no, ma’am; I likes Lunnon well 
enough, but Lunnon don’t like me. 

Why, 
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I had heard something of the 
noise and hurtle of lAinnon; but sitch 
,a confusion, sitch wicked bawling, sitch 
* swearing, I did not expect to find. So, 
as I had heard of tl)e tricks they^ play 
upon country folks, 1 was afeard they 
. would cheat me with my eyes wide 
open; and so,* ma*am, the first thing I 
do (all ot my own head, ma’am), I bawl¬ 
ed out as loud as I could for a coach.” 

“ That was very clever, indeed,” said 
Elizabetli, smiling. 

“ Ay, ma’am; but I thowt, thinks I 
to myself, though 1 am from the coun¬ 
try, I don’t -want none on imt D 
know that, so I hod the coachman drive 
to number five; and he axed me whei’C? 
and I told him he y^as mor^ of a elervvn 
than I, for didn’t I mean Mr. Lcvisoii, 
of lAumon?” 

** And what, Robin, did he say to 
this ?” 

“ Say, ma’am ! why, he laft, and axctl 
what street ? and I tou'd hiiri the host 

A 2 street 
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street in all Lunnon, for that Mr- Levi- 
son was a gentleman whf> married the 
' sister of our parson; and died' ne latt. 
again, and sdd, if I coaldn't tell him the. 
name of the street,d might find my way 
afoot. And how do you think I crept out 
now V ^ • 

” Nay, l*m sure 1 can^t te\l.** 

“ Why,'ma’am, I remembered the 
letter you gave me, and tjxiwt that out ;* 
and he soon found Charlotte>stk'^t.’’ 

** And you saw Miss Damley—is she 
well ?” * 

Why, ma’am, I can hardly tell you. 
I^ieii I first see’d her, I thought she 
looked mortal ill, and that she had lost 
all the red ofS* her face, that used to be 
so beautiful Rooming; but when 1 sec’d 
the other Hunnon ladies, I found them 
all alike, and 1 ’«pose ’tis the fashion; 
hut she was right glad to see me. And 
madam l^evison tou’d me she knew a 
place that wud suit me, for a lady of 
her ’quaintance t^anted a country sar- 

rantj 
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vaiit^^aiid so f soon got into place, and 
a rare nice la^y she was; and the firsf 
thing b(^ me do was to take a letter 
to a lady close by where IMrs. Ijevison 
lited, and«she 'sposed I could make her 

out; and as Mie bod me make hastc^;'*! 

# 

njTmcd aJl tlje way. And 1 had heard 
tliat the fbdtmcn made a rare noise at 
the doom; * I’cod,* thinks I’ll be up 
.to it;’ and, ha, ha, ha! I can* but laff to 
tljink oivit—I\ook hou’d the knocker, 
and, he.^he, he! I stood knock, knock, 
knock, till fliey corned to open it; and 
11>eard such scampering about the house, 
that P dare say they thought ’twgs the 
duke of York, or some sitch great man; 
and so-1 gived uin the letter, and away 
I come^ and runn*d up stairs to let my 
missu8»see what haste 1 made.” , 

“ And she praised your, diligence, no 
doubt.” 

“ Why,” Watching his head, ** no, 
ma’am, I can’t say she fan^ much 

B 3* pleased 
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pleased; but she had two^ladies with her, 

4 

^nd they thoiiglit I had done right, for 
they did nothing but hifTw^ien ’• tould 
them how, all of my own head, 1 made 
sitch a noise at the door.” 

No wonder, Kobin; they did not 
expect sucludcvemess from the coun¬ 
try.” 

“ "Well, ma’am, but would you believe 
it—though I was hired to ’tend rny 
missus, she sent me dow n stairs and bid 
me say she wasn’t at home, if people call¬ 
ed. * Wliat, ma’am,’ their says I, ‘you 
are going out then, I ’s].)Oseand she 
agen^bod me go down; ‘ but,* tl inks I, 

* though I am up to some of the tricks 

of the town, I an’t up to telling a boun¬ 
cer yet.* So I watched by the door, and 
she didn’t go out; and presently a young 
gentleman corned, and axed for missus; 
and 1 tould him she bod me say she 
wasn’t at hone^ei” ;t . ’ 

“ And what did he ^ ko this ?” 

• «Why, 
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“ "Why, niaVni, he only smiled, and 
gi’ me*ii card for irnssus, when I might* 
say sh6^\yasii^home.” 

,* “ Well, I am glad to find you ma¬ 

naged yvitUout telling a falsehood.” 

“ Oh yes,'ma’am; but then the ser¬ 
vants are«o ill-beliaved in*the servants* 
hall, they did so hiff at me; and then, 
ma’am, ^t dinner, though I stood tlie 
whole time behind missus, she never 
axed to eat once; and so next morn¬ 
ing I gave her warning—I must leave 
her dircctl}’iR and she axed me if I 
didn’t like my place; and I tould her that 
I didn’t like waiting o’, people, for 1 
thought people were made to wait o’ 
theirselves; and she axed me what 1 
meant to do wi’ cnysel^? uid I said, 
‘ ISIa’am, why, go home, apd work, as 
other folks do, to be sure.* So she give 
mQ a pound-note.” 

“ But yoit called at Sir. Levison’s, I 
i .suppose ?” 

“ Oh yes, ma’am, and ha’^ot a letter 

B 4 for 
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for you, firom Miss Dahiley, an 6 here 
•it is, ma’am.” 

n 

Having presented him something for’ 

* * 9 

his trouble, Mizabeth sat down, to read 
letter, which was indeed from Ma> 
tilda, and ran as follows:— 



" MY DEAR FRIENDj 

“ Since I have fceen in town, I 
have purposely avoided speaking on the 
subject you rightly supposed most in¬ 
teresting to roe, and which, you frankly 
confessed, superseded every otha* topic 
in your estimation. I now throw aside 
the reserve you have found so irresistible, 
and which, I fear, you have condemn¬ 
ed, as a breach of that fHendsbip> which 
has been so long a source of pleasure and 
profit to me*.^ ^But indeed, Elizabeth, it 
has been a self-infitcted penance, for be¬ 
ing determined to erase from my heart, 
the image so thoughtlessly cherished, 

‘ ‘ tiU 
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till k was became almost a part of my 
exisrencc, I would not leave the sacri¬ 
fice idcom^ete, by allowing myself, in 
any way, to speak of him, or to think 
of him. adard, vei^ hard, lias been tlie 
struggle; and even now, had ^ lefk it 
to myself alone to extirpate an idea so 
enchanting? I had never compassed my 
purpose; but 1 sought a higjber, a4>etter 
assistwt—I called in the aid of Heaven, 
and 1 trust 1 Yiave succeeded. But the 
fault has carried with it its own punish¬ 
ment, tor my heart has bem so lacerated 
in tlic struggle, that its faculties seemed 
benuinbcd, and must, Itthink, be ren¬ 
dered insensible to another love. 

“ Yon have, 1 think, not been in¬ 
formed, that a week after my arrival here, 
1 received a letter fiom poor Aukland^ 
excusing his negligence in not tendering 
hi& farewd^l in person, previous to hiS' 
quitting oui'neighbeurhood, uid inform¬ 
ing me his mother’s health wa^ in such* 
a stat^ th«'\t it caUed*fbr every proof of 

B d affection 
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affection and tenderness ‘on his p^t, to 

meliorate her affliction, and to c^m her 

* 

perturbed spirits. 

** This, as it required no answer, re¬ 
ceived none; and my endeavours to root 
Ids image from my heart * received no 
check from any importunity ef his, till 
tliis day fortnight, when he again ap¬ 
peared befpre me, more amiable, more 
interesting than ever, for that fine flow 
of spirits which he held at command, 

and which sometimes led him into ec- 

/• 

centricity, w^as now mellotrcd and soft¬ 
ened by the grief he felt at having lost 
his ipothcr. 

“You so well know the enthusiasm, 
the fas^•inatio^ of his manner towards 

i 

me, tliat it is useless to describe it. With 
,»n the glow of sentiment and «feeling 
which charzK;terized him in our Imppiest 
days, he approached me. lie soon spoke 
of the loss of his mother—his voice be¬ 
came tijemulous. 

“ This was the subject on which I 

’ w'ished 
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wishtd to engage him. I adverted to 
the happiness of the blessed in heaven—^ 
I spol^ of Ae influence of religion—in 
' short, I gathered^ what I wished to be 
*be certified in—that ht)wever nominally 
he might be“a Christwn, to the doetrines 
of Christianity, its influence and effects 
on the heatt and mind, or to its ne¬ 
cessity for the perfection of man, he 
was a stranger. His heart is cold, un¬ 
touched _hy those truths so interesting to 
me—so neces'sary for my hopes of hap¬ 
piness. 

“ On the following morning he mode 
me a formal offer of his -hand. Fdiza- 
beth, I cannot recur to the scene winch 
was then displayed. His frenzy arose 
to desperation. He accused me as the 
cold-hearted murderer of his peace—as, 
one whom his death only could satisfy— 
yes, he would immolate himself to my 
wishes. 

“I wept, I prayed, I attempted to 
sooth him by a confejsion of all I had 

B 6 suffcrcvl 
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suffered in endeavouring to confer an 
'attachment which could only, b/its in¬ 
dulgence, be productive ofWiijsgrfy to us 
both. I assured him of my tenderest’ 
sympathy in his sufferings; but all would 
not do—there was a fixed sort of wild-, 
ness in his manner which filled me with 
terror; and never shall I ferget his look 
as be glanced towards me, apd said~ 
* Do not alarm yourself—1 am better 
now —my fate is Seddcd ^—I shall be 
easy before night.* 

** A most lionnblc suggestion was ob¬ 
truded by his maimer. I entreated him 
to see my uncle-~to unburthen kis mind 
to him—he would sooth and console him. 
He assented to my wishes. Still the 
desperation of his manner alarmed me 
—I dreaded every thing. , 

** He held out his hand as lie was go¬ 
ing—‘ Mafilda,* he said, ‘ you will not re¬ 
fuse me one request—it ii the only one 
I shallj.urge to you.* , 

** I hesit3ted-*he grew morp impor- 

« tunate 
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tunate—‘ Assure yourself, if after its be¬ 
ing iqpntioned I can consistently, I will/ 

, countenance assumed a look of 
ghastly satisiaction—‘ Why, Matilda, 
*do yovi look so terrified? I am quite 
calm. I forgive you, and shall sgon be 
happy; but 1 must seek amusement. I 
shall leave you to-night, and seek em¬ 
ployment, to beguile my thoughts from 
you in the interval. I am a soldier, you 
know, but ha /e so little attended to my 
duty, that I am a terrible marksman. 
My pistols ire with my luggage; will 
you then bring me your uncle’s?’ 

“ I believe I changed colour, for he 
pressed my hand. 

‘ What is it you few?* he cried; ‘ I 
pledge my honour, that I wdll be tl»c 
bearer of them to you before you have 
left the dinner-table, when I shall ol^ 
trude myself on you for dib last time/ 

“ I breathed more freely; I could 
not doubt his word, thus solemnly 
given, and I was relieved from the most 

distressing 
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distressing apprehensions; I had,*M’itlv 
out declaring my suspicions, gaf/fed liis 
word, that he would makern^^iash at¬ 
tempt for some hours, and I flew to se-’ 
cure the right of its perlbniganw. 
took fhe pistols frdm me, aid as he took 
them, press^ his lips to my hand. I 
grasped them firmly—* Yo« promise,’ I 
said,. * to be yourself the bearer, of these 
before nigKt ?* 

* I do. Adieu!’ 

“ Afy heart still throbbed ^v^th tlie tu¬ 
multuous emotion his strange; manner 
had excited, and my head ached in- 
tcnselv- I a<;quainted my uncte with 
every thing that had occurred; he at¬ 
tributed the manner which had so 
alarmed me to the effusions of a heated 
imaginalioiv whose effects would soon 
wear off. To my aimt I was less com¬ 
municative,‘knowing the sensitive feel¬ 
ings her bosom cherished, aiid the effects 
m> fears would have on a frame so de-, 
iicate. 

“ Ere 
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“ Ejffi we had^uittcd the dining-room, 
the sAvant announced Mr. Aiihland, 
and at fljg safcl moment gave me a note, 
which was as follows:— 

‘ Let. see you for ^ve minutes 
alone. I wait in the'parlour. 

Aukland.’ 

“ Apologijing to my aunt, I left the 
room. JJe was pacing up and down the 
room when I entered; the pistols w'ei^e 
lying on the taole.—‘ Matilda,’ he cried, 
taking my hand, * I am going to quit 
you for ever. When I have left you, 
read this paper; and should you su^vi^'e 
me, arji should you be unmarried, will 
you attend my funeral ?’ 

“ 1 hesitated. 

‘ Oh,’ he cried, ‘-can calm, cold punc¬ 
tilio still hold its sway in such an hour 
as this ?’ 

“• The despair of Iiis manner alarmed 
me—‘ Should you have formed no other 
-connexion—should you have no wife, no 

cliild. 
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child, I give you my p/romise; l^ut you 
, will have many, many happy yeafi^tolivc.’ 

* I thank you,’ lie crifed w.itK anima¬ 
tion r ‘ add then to your goodness, by* 
receiving my parting breatlj.^ 

“ .As lie uttered these words, lie seiz¬ 
ed one of«the pistols; his />ther hand 
yet grasped mine; and as he pointed the 
muzzle to bis head, lie drew, me closer' 
to him. 

“ Elizabeth, I did not* faint—I did not 
scream; as I formed a prayer to Heaven 
for assistance,^ or rather as the thought 
could be formed, which told me there 
only could \ hope assistance, kwas in¬ 
spired with resolution and presence of 
mind to avert the direction of the pistol. 
The ball grazed his cheek, and pene¬ 
trating a ipirror, shattered it to,, pieces: 
he endeavoured to grasp the other; I 
had yet sttr^gth left to struggle ;ivith 
liim till my uncle and the servants ar¬ 
rived, and then I lost aU recollection; a 
. ' 

succession 
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succesion of fainting fits followed, which 
left in* so weak, that I have not yet 
quitted nay cltamber; and so dreadfully 
*ha8 my mind been,agitated, that this is 
£he first time I have been enabled to 
hold my pen ;^nd will my dear friend for¬ 
give me, if*I tell her that it ttos to convoy 
the lesson home to her bosom, that I now 
impose on myself a task so painful ? for 
amid all your virtues, your splendid ta¬ 
lents, and your fascinations, I have per¬ 
ceived a something of that passionate 
sensibility whiCh has been so fatal to poor 
Aukland. Let the warning then not pass 
uniinpr >ved; subdue your feelings; seek 
from Christianity that humility and 
Christian meekness which will conduce 
alike to your happiness bere and here¬ 
after. *1 have been punished for consi¬ 
dering this world as a scene for happi¬ 
ness. Oh, shun the rock on whicli my 
hopes are wrecked! But I feel and 
Jlobin waits to take this. I will there¬ 
fore only add, that a fover—a brain fe¬ 
ver. 
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ver, was the consequence of pooj; Auk- 
land’s irritation, and lie >va8 several days 
on the i>oint of death; lie'- is reco¬ 
vering, and is to join Ids regiment; when • 
in your neighbourho^, I ^eed not en¬ 
treat, my dearest ‘Elizabeth to pay him 
every atteiUion in her power^^ 

Do not be under any apprehensions 
on Hiy account—I am now recovering.' 
Adieu, my dear friend ) if 1 have said 
here more than is consistent with po¬ 
liteness, attiibute it to the interest, love, 
and affection, I feel for j^u; ^and write 
soon, to assure me of your forgiveness. 
With remembrances to every Intanch of 
your family, I am, most sincerely end 

yours, 

« Mi^.tilda Darnley,*^ 


affectionately, 


Elizabefb *had scarcely perused»< this 
ejdstlc, when Walter DaVnley appeared 
beforeyher; he brought a letter in his 
hand, which he* said wasfrom^Mr. I^e- 

* vison. 
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Tlson,.and that lie had been referred to 
her for "iie explanation of on event which 
had kept them so long silent. 

Elizabeth could not speak—she could 
duly, giving him the letter, indulge in 
the tears she found such a relief to her 
heart. At length she was p*x)used by a 
slight pressure of her hand; she looked 
up, and found traces of deep emotion 
visible on the countenance of her com¬ 
panion—“ Ah, Walter,” she cried, “ this 
is indeed an awfiilly-instructive lesson; 
teach me hoT^ to avail myself of it. I 
feel, 1 lament my errors; but tell me 
Iiow I cm to conquer them ? My cha- 
ract^ is now moulded; yet I think, had 
I a friend constantly with me, who 
would have discernment enough to disco¬ 
ver tlie errors arising from that ardour 
which is so inherent in my character, 
I could conquer them.” 

** Elizabeth,” he cried solemnly, “ you 
,deceive yourself; no friend, at If'ast no 
earthly friend, could render you this as¬ 
sistance; 
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slstance; you must seek the m^iation 
of tliat Saviour who has died fa* you— 
you must search the remoWst.comei’S of 
your heart—you must root out every' 
thought and wish which do uot tend 
to the glory of your Creator. Yet there 
is another ^int I would motion (here 
his voice faltered); you aie now of an 
age - which will probably ])oipt out to' 
you the expediency of seeking a partner 
for life. Elizabeth, yoU have been ever 
so dear to ray heart, that my own sisters 
have not excited a nearer interest; this 
will apologize to you for my interference; 
delicacy perhaps would, under ^^ery cir¬ 
cumstance, have commanded my silence, 
had not the regard I feel for you over¬ 
borne its dictates. • In your choice be 
guarded; do not be imposed upon by 
the idea of a similarity of feelings—let 
your taste,* sentiments, and views, .meet 
a partner w^io will respect them—who 
will npt outj'age them, rather than oi^ 
'wiio, parjtaking cn your own iippassion- 

» ate 
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ate character, will cherish your faults,, 

and inc^lge yc jr whims—your fancies.’* 

• » 

, He was going on, but a servant, pro* 
dudng a letcer for Elizabeth, interrupted 
their conversation. He again apologized 
tor his forwardness, and left her. 

It is unnecessary to follow* Elizabeth 
througli tlie long train of feeling and 
sentiment which succeeded this inter¬ 
view; as usual, the counsel of her friends 
made a deep impression; she could not but 
perceive that Walters observation point¬ 
ed at l>ermont; yet her heart clung so 
closely to his idea—it was associated 
with so many blissful vidons—^it had 
awakened so many rapturous emotions, 
that to exclude it was beyond her hopes, 
or even beyond her wishes; even the 
thought seemed a libel on his love. 

"" Having dined with her fa¬ 

ther, she returned to her oifrn room^ 

about 
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.about which a bird was fluttering; hav¬ 
ing released the little ciptive, w em¬ 
bodied the ideas this simple eveht created 
in the following sonnet;-^ 

• s 

Lgivt t))M ihy freadffm; go 

To mjjiove oq the whites of tbe,>ru)d; 


4 

Go beor him Bfiection's soft 
And fund wiahet by friendship refin’d ; 


And Arrest, in its flight ton-ards heaven. 
While yet warmly it flows from my brenst. 

The fond prayer for his happiness given^ 

«• 

Krw 1 sink in soft slumber A. rest. 


And when night spreads her m»Dtlo around. 

• To my Eiimtmd the tribute inipait;^ 

That my form in liis dreams may he found. 

As his imige is grav’d on my iieart. 

€ 

To my Edmuod^ sweet bird, go ropnir, 
j^iid to him each fond wish froTii mo be;tn 


CHAP 
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• ** Change is (he lot of all. Oorsetves with eerrn, 

•j 

IVrhapK, sImII view what now so fdt* appears, 

^nd wftnder whence the fnneied charm wu burn, 
M'hicb ROW with vain (lebfHtir from oar fond graap 
turn.” 


Japp; in thiuc tgnaraaoe, 

Cotild*st thuu but sbun this Itcart-tormeiuiog bone. 

Be but content, nor daringly ndrance, 

To meet tlte bitterhour of threatened pain. PaYOiiE. 

Surprises. 

Notiiino can better exemplify the va¬ 
nity of idl earthly pursuits, than review¬ 
ing Lhe changes a few months sometimes 
produce. In tracing the general history 
«f our acquaintance, the extraoi’dinary 
circumstances which have occurred to 

(jhequer 
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chequer their lives make this truth very 
obvious; but even in e^,a(ninin^ them 
illdi^'idually, there are indeed 

%vho cannot refer to ^ particular epoch, 
when the ndmber of unlooked-for events, 
crowded into one short pefiod, ^ves to 
time a duration, whidi, contrasted with 
its rapid flight in the comifion course of 
things, appears extraordinary and unac¬ 
countable, and which adds to the misery 
of the unhappy—which ^ves new force 
to the oppressions of the dis^ntented, 
and which gives to uncertainty the deep¬ 
est pang. 

This conviction flashed on the heart 
of Walter Damley with all its force, as 
he sought the Lodge, so lately the resi- 
. dence of friends united by every tie of 
sympathy apd affection, for amid its 
shades, he fancied he should regain*that 
tranquillity w'hich had deserted him on 
^liis rctcirn to his native village. He !tw 
voluntarily apprhached the doof, which 

had 
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had 60 often been thrown open at his ap- 
proach^when Elizabeth had so often, for¬ 
getting t^e cold rules of politeness in the 
'impulsesc^a warm juid affectionate heart. 
Sown ip meet him. He again saw the 
blush of pleasure mantlingonhercheek-^ 
ag^ viev.ted the tear of joj > adding lus¬ 
tre to her eye—agcun felt the pressure of 
W'elcome. from her extended hand. ' She 
was gone ; but she had left a vestige of 
that brilliant ima^nation he had so often 
loved to contemplate, for on the pannel 
of the door he*read the following lines:— 


St^Dger! ere yet thy foot euay to (treu , 

Tlie ttireshold Itallowed of tliis calro retreat. 

Oh pnuee \ etteotive to the varied . 

a 

Which here have eauwated, bright a» love. 

Esteem, and filial duty, could elicit. 

In the sweet hour ofyoutli, ere^reasou's light 

g ♦ 

Shone (o display (he rariout ills of life^ 

GftUj we spotted ou the daisied greeuy 
(We the blest iomeies of this happy hon^) 

Beneath the.iheUer of yon^epreuding^re^ 

VOLa IX. - C \\ hc?>4 
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Whobe ;ello«r bninchM drooping kiss the gfus> 
This was the reign oftiioughtte^ litippinej^; 

And long in memorys wctrld timeg^uUl live; 
Yet» like tlie sliadows of the evening Min^ 

These momenta fleW| end in their flight bavh torn * 
Th£. sense of pleasnrMi never tojttuni. 

But if the i^collectioQ of .these joyc ^ 

Can rouse the heertfnNii sense ^j>roaeet4flB, 

How jiMeiljr on (he soul must pims the thrill 
Rcmftnhntnce gives of.thethewttcijing%ourg 
When tny rapt soul awoke/rom slothful ease 
To all the joys <if sentHoent! 

When ijrstlmBgkiatioo shed her mya^ 

Sparkling and bright, with every varied hue^ 
Borrowed from love, and joy, and sympathy; 

When Fancy/dipt in colours, ran her peny 
And gave lo every olject brighter tints ; 

When feeling! of benevolent delight 
Imparted to each IbrmHhat met sny gase, 
PerfectiofwnieaDt not fur terrestrial things 1 


The first l^ght view of life is pait. 

And never tfi return. Yet omnory long 
Slinll hover round tbcBe visions of delight| 
Andtever sacred to my heart that spot, 
Wliicb fmaucli rd^uroua emutioua gave 


To 
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To ebeer a&d glad eacbseose—whera I''riend»htp 6rtf 

Ui^rp’d ber gentle sw-ay. 

$ 

Each vktue hors 

First grew witidn lo^ breast—afiectiou's tlirili 
Here cbaiteaed first the laugliing b»urs, atul gare 
The tear of pitj and of teoderuess. * 

9 

Stranger I if more thou ash to wake thy heart 

To purer contemplatioo of these aceoes» 

Learn that the firmeat be*ds fiBtemal fote 

Ere form'd were Toven here; nor aerer'd yet» 

Though various hotoes and diffeteni climes contuia 

The beiogs nurtur'd here in infiincy; 

• ♦ 

And os in deatii's cirill hour the i^irit flies 
To greet and hover round the fnends on earth. 

Who cheer’d its passage to (ho'World of biro, 

So will the silent, contemplative hour 
Be given by every inmate of these walls 
Tu this the scene of every youibful joy, 

•4 

** Then perhaps her thoughts are now 
meeting mine, and, like m*e, she feels a 
regret that those moments, so endeai-in^ 
so soothing are gone” 
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. He looked around him; the last rich 
beams of an autumnal sun were ^ding 
the scenery which environed tlfe shades , 
be was contemplating< not a breath dis>^ 
turbed the trwquillity, not a ttound met 
his ear, but what was soothing to his 
soul—the hdm of the reaper, fnade mu¬ 
sical by distance—the hum df busy voices 
sinking into silence—^the rustic *evening 
song faintly sounding ^ross the shrub- 

I 

bery. It was such an hour as, tranquil¬ 
lizing the mind, lifts it to its^ Creator, 
and disposing it to the recej^tion of pious 
meditation, seems, by rehning the senses, 
to dispose tliem to receive the trith, 

“ Whatevec is, is right f at least this 
Avas its effect on thS heart of one ever 
»under the immediate influence of disap¬ 
pointment : lys thoughts again recur- 

t ^ * • 

red to the rapid transition of this tsan- 
sitory life. It was in the spring ho 
^rted irom Elizabeth, then under the* 
Irtfluence of an ar^nt attachment to Ed- 

I 

mund 
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iniiiid Uermont. She was now the wile 
of mt^or Beverly! Her father, in all the 
gaiety ^ health, shaking him cordially 
* by the hand, had iuiticipated tlie pleasure 
*^vith whioli he should enjoy the autum¬ 
nal field-sports—he was cold and sonseless 
in liis gfiave. Frances, ike beautiful, 
blooming gi careless of every thing but 

the enjeij'iuent of the moment, was now 

# 

pining in a hopeless attachment to Auk- 
lund, the man *who had just csc'aped 
self-immolation, after madly seeking plca- 

hannteofvioe—thenhren- 

zy of dissipation; whilst his sister, lus belov¬ 
ed Ma^ldn, was now only ^mergingfiom 
the melancholy resulting from the con¬ 
sciousness of liaving bestowed her affec¬ 
tions unworthily.—“And what then am 
I,” he mentally exclaimed^ “ who yet^ 
cherish in my bosom a love which will for 
ever preclude the enjoyment'of another? 
Why not, by a vigorous eftbrt, banish 
jrom my mind what cannot but/end to^ 
disa])pointmeiit ?'* 

• c 3 He 
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He paused, for he felt to c^se to 
love what was so beautiful, so cajjtivat- 
ing, w<as impossible; and he no’v» for the 
first time, determined that it was the 
union of error and virtue in the person 
of her his bosom cherished, wliich pro¬ 
duced the fascination his heart had felt. 
It was her impassioned chaiacter which, 
difiiKing i^lf over her thoughts, feel¬ 
ings, and manner, had given them a 
charm, which rigid duty, or cold pro¬ 
priety, could never restrain. But in mak- 





he felt tliat Ills fault 


carried its punishment with it; for in 
suifijring his imagination to in^se on 
his judgment, his happiness had received 
a shot^k which could never be overcome. 
He felt his error, and it added to his 
humility. . He tremblingly proceeded 
to a yet closer investigation of liis senti¬ 
ments; he teared to find that where 
error had made such terrible inroads, 
^^guilt niight intrude; but his anxiety 
here was calmed; there was nothing in 

Ins 
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)iis bosom wliich might not have foiiiul 
cntrai^e there, had Klizabcth become thd 
wife of $ brother; and yet he felt his 
* fate to be entwined with hers; was she 
*unhappy, lie could never know peace— 
w'as h^r bosom the seat of joy, he could 
then be tranquil; hewouldrfhink of her 
as one whosc^aults must teach him to dis* 
trust his own heart—whose enthusiasm 
of viiliic should instruct him to endea¬ 
vour to attain the height her glowing 
ideas had pictured as possible. 


C 4 
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^ She never iookM so kind before: 

o % 

Yet why the wnuton^s emilc^callf 
rve seen this witcbVy o*er nnd o*er; 

Tie bdiluw^ eaioi and heartiest tli*^ 

Death — P’anity in Lovers Garb. 


Leaving our young enthusiast to the 
indulgence of his solitary meditations, 
we v'ill return to Elizabeth, wl»om we 
left, just six months since, in the enjoy¬ 
ment of as much felidty as youth, health, 
and hope, could be supposed to impart. 


This happy temper of mind was 6rst 
interrupted by the indisposition of-her 
father, which, though trifling in Itself, 
^lacting ‘s it did on a ftame debilitated by 
a course of dissipiition, and inflamed by 

intemperance. 
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intemperance, soon assumed an alarming 
appea^ce. Her first effort was to send 
• for her rfster Frances, wlio arrived only 
•in time to.receive^iis last breath. 

Death is always awful; to the'yonng 
it is terrilJle. Mr. Beverly^with all his 
faults, a fond, and not an unkind fa¬ 
ther. Die few virtues he possessed’werc 
prominent; in i;he contemplation of 
them his vices were forgotten by his 
w^arm-liciirte^ children, who, in mourn¬ 
ing a parent, lamented their only n.'^tural 
protector and guardian. The event was 
so sudfien, that Klizabeth* had no^time 
to acquaint Mr. Linley, who, with the 
attorney, was the acting etcecutor of lier 
father’s beijuests. ’She had now to ap¬ 
prise him of his dissolution.. ITe came* 
immediately ; and the will^Ji>eing opened, 
it ^as found he had left his: property to 
be equally divided between his three 
\jhildren, Lucinda, Elizabeth, anti Fran • 
ceS) after paying two hundred "pounds to 

c 5 . ladv 
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Tady Worthing;. This was not consider¬ 
able ; the very expensive style in which 

I 

they lived, the indulgences Mr. Be¬ 
verly allowed himseh', had nearly swal¬ 
lowed the income he gained by his marri- 
age,and which nowwent to the malelteir. 

« 

The first burst of grief being over, 
Elizabeth’s * thoughts wandered to Ed¬ 
mund, to whom now she could alone 
look for protection and consolation. She 
planned the time that wo\dd elapse ere 
he would visit her—she contemplated 
the particular expression of countenance 
with which he would approach her—the 
tones of his voice, modulated to a tender¬ 
ness soothing and consoling, and he was 
proportionally drawn to her, as she had 
lost one who filled a portion of that 
heart whichwas now almost exclusively 
his — Oh yes, she should be happy— 
she would devote all her time, till fate 
• had dcsitined her for his wife, with her 
sweetfriend, lady Worthing; her house 

ha<l 
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had been so* frequently offered to her, 
and s|ie would be so much gratified t6 
return t^e favours she had received from 
Mr. Beverly. Her income, though not 
larger woyld enalde her to make an ade¬ 
quate compcffisation Yor the trouble she 
should occasioiu 


Her Jiopes in this respect were con¬ 
firmed by the appearance of lady Wor¬ 
thing, who came to sympathize with, 
and administer comfort to, her young 
friends. H«* manner was more than 
usually seductive, and she seemed to 
study ^niore than ever to wind herself 
about tlie heart of Elizabeth, which, 
softened by grief, yielded readily to her 
influence. She passed the time of the 
funeral with them; and promising to 
renew her visit, took a tender and af- 

feejionate leave.. 

% 

On the following week, ca|)tqjn Ben- 
net, who had left the neigi^urliood, 

• c 6 called. 
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called, and sought, by every attention 
hi his power, to convince Elizabeth (to 
whom he had always been fondly at- 
tached) of tlie sincerity of his friendship 
—his wish to be considered ip the light 
of one who tenderly esteemed her, and 
whohoped fo meet from her ^ return of 
the same sentiment, M'hicli he would en¬ 
deavour to deserve. 

Elizabeth answered * to these profes¬ 
sions with rather more than her usual 
priidcnce-^that, situated >98 they now 
were, tliey could not, consistently with 
propriety, receive the visits of any gen¬ 
tlemen, but tiiat she would ever bear in 
mind his attentive kindness to her, and 
accord him the sentiments they could 
not fail to excite. 

He looked'disappointed, but said no 
more. 

h'lizabeth now more tljan ever re¬ 
gretted 
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jetted the at>8ence of her friend Miss 
Damldy; for the high spirits of Mr. 
Beverly^ though sometimes ill-timed, 
' had certainly fi*eqiiently contributed to 
•enliven tl^f solituSe of the lA>dge; ajid 
in general his mannch towards her were 
so warmly affectionate, that she fflt the 
deprivation, ^ven independent of the tics 
of nature, which death hud so suddenly 
rent asunder. 


Lady Worthing now made her pro¬ 
mised visit to the Lodge. Never had 
she appeared so elegant, so captivating, 
so agreeable. Her manors, carefully 
modelled upon the Chesteriieldian sys¬ 
tem, were mellowed by the touching 
warmth of nature, imitated in u way tiiat 
no pen can describe, no language impart. 

On the third evening oMierai’rival she 
proposed a walk to Elizabeflj; and whis¬ 
pering Frances she wanted to ^eak to 
Elizabeth on her attaclunent tQ Edmund, 

and 
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and therefore would prefer a tete-a~tHe, 
the latter excused herself from joining 
the party;*and lady Worthing, taking 
tlie path to the little wilderness, seemed 
quite to have forgotten the .subject she 
purposed to discuss, so completely 
every conswicration lost in the more 
than sisterly love, more than friendly es» 
teem, and almost more than lover-like 
admiration, she professed for Klizaheth; 
and never were professions of regard more 
welcomctothe heart chilled by Edmund’s 
neglect, who appeared to have forgotten 
such an object as herself existed. She ex¬ 
pressed, in the most animated language, 
the pleasure she felt, and liow much she 
wished it was allowed her to prove in 
any way her sense of.his tenderness. 

“ My dear girl, were I to put these 
professions to^he trial, would you then 
not shrink from them ?” 

“ Never,” she cried, with enthusiasm. 
“ Try me; do rot depend on profes¬ 
sions ; 
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sio:is; Ibt my actions speak; I ask no# 
more.” ^ 

• “ And can you, Elizabeth, setting 
aside the cyld maxims of worldly pru¬ 
dence, dkre to .think add act as your feel¬ 
ings dictate ?” 

“ Ijouisa, njy affection for you super¬ 
sedes every feeling in my bosom but pne; 
niy life I could sacrifice to your happi- 
jiess—why then annoy me with doubts 
so disgraceful to me and yourself?” 

** Enough, <ny sweet girl; it is not 
that I distrust your heart that I have 
thus far hesitated, but the step I am 
about to take is so in defiance to the* dic¬ 
tates of rigid propriety, that I was afraid 
your youthful inexperience might star¬ 
tle at it as heinous, when, in reality, it is 
an action which virtue approves, and the 
duty we owe to each oth&r sanctions. 
The'affection I felt for sir George will, 

1 hope, in your bosom at least, who 
watched its rise and pjfogress, do away 
any miplea^ant suspicion which miglit 

• arise 
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I 




,.ai ise there, when I add, that I came here 
to-iiiglil to meet captain Beniiet,’who—” 
“ Captain Bennct! yon meet captain 
Bonnet!” criedKlizibeth,looking pale^ 
“ Ah, Elizabeth, I find it was not 
without reason 1 distrusted your firm- 
ness. It has, throughout^lite, been my 
misfortune to be disappointed when I 
looked for friendsliip,” 

*' I have not dcsci^^ed this; yet surely 
in an action which would carry with it 
so mucli of the ernsure^of the world, 
which my own reason disapproves, I 
(mght to hesitate—I ought to endeavour 
to dissuade you from committing—’’ 

“ Before you know my motive for 
projecting such an interview, you will 
know liow much resentment Bennet ex¬ 
pressed when I first broke to him iny 
intention ofjuarrying sir George. He 
then vowed that I should.ncver have the 
letters he held of mine. Now his situa¬ 
tion ill life, exposed as he is to the taunts 
of his brother officers, the goadings of 

his 


I 
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ijis own disappointment, and a thou¬ 
sand ot^fer circumstances which it is im-" 
possible tofeforesee, may lead him, some 
£ime or other, to <Jjsplay them. Now 
iLough the^ is nothing in these letters 
which, taken • in the exact sense in 
which the 3 %were written, coidd tend at 
all to criminate me, yet there may be 
many allusions which arc liable to inis> 
conception. I have repeatedly written 
tor them.” 

“ You repeatedly write to captain 
'Koniiet !’* • 

" I mean—that is, I have wrilten to 
beg hitn^to return these letters, and he has 
uniformly refused; but at the same time 
he has hinted, that in apersopal interview 
he could refuse me* nothing. I there¬ 
fore promised to see him to-night, and 
what can you fear, Elizabeth ? you are 
with me. I hve my husljanJt and is 
not that a sutffeient safeguard ?” 

Before Elizabeth coilld answer, caji- 

• tain 
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tain Bennet was in sight; and It is itn> 
■ possible to express the horror, she felt 
when she sa\v lady AVorthi* g rush for¬ 
ward, and throw hjprself on his bosom, 
exclaiming, at the same time — “ Oh 
God I and do 1 see you again ?” 

Captain Bennet turned paJ?, and trem¬ 
blingly staggered beneath his burthen, 
and the tears rolled down his checks as 
he gazed on her—“Oh Ix)uisa,” at 
length he cried, “ you have ruined your- 
sell’ and me! My peace of mind is irre¬ 
coverably gone; and yoiirs ” 

“ Oh,” she cried, despairingly, “ mine 
can now be ^ound only in the grave!” 

“ For Heaven^s sake!” cried Eliza¬ 
beth, ■W'hose^ feelings were outraged by 
this violation of delicacy, virtue, and 
every principle so sacredly appropriated 
to the femsde heart, “for Heaven’s sake, 
recover yourself! remember you •\re a 
wife, and that the arms which surround 
you a£*c not those of your husband ”, 
“Even though thatlmsbaml is the most 

' delicate. 
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delicate, the most kind* the most attach- 
ed of frifnds, 1 shall never see liim again 
and would^i^ou tqar him from me ?*' 

Captain Bennet tjjen said—“ Miss Be^ 
verly, leave* us for a few moments; I 
hope to be enaldcd to sooth and calm her.-’ 

Elizabeth threw herself on one of the 
scats that had so oflen been a resting- 
place for her r and, scarcely able to sup- 
poit herselfj she welcomed its support. 

Slie had nof yet recovered from the 
surprise the unexpected conduct of lady 
Worthijig hud awakened in her bosom. 
Immediately after her pointed declara¬ 
tion that she loved her hus^tand, to give 
such unequivocal tcMimonies of her de^ 
votion to another, and that other the man 
she had herself rejected for her husband! 
Eliaabeth knew not yet the influence 
of either ambition or vanity. Had the 
Qallic emperor laid his kingdoms* at her 
feet, with the liberty *10 choose from 


among 
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among his slaves for the njan who should 
• share them with her, she woul^ha^’e re- 
jectefl them with disdain, ev«^i with only 
her present hopes of making the object, 
of her affection the j)artner her futul'e 
life; and could only a smile have gained 
her the d«votio)i of the mo^t fashionable 
beaux, she would not have moulded her 
lips to its magic influence, cai’cless of ad- • 
miration while Kdmund loved her. She 
had never for one moment doubted but 
that sir George was passionately beloved 
hv bis wife: much less. fi4»liT>CT «« 

could she conceive that the scene which 
had so much shocked and urounded 
her feelings, had been revolved in the 
mind of thij accomplished actress ever 
since her determinlition to see captain 
Bennet, which determination had oc¬ 
cupied her^ mind from the time she 
heard he wal recovering the tranquillity 
her marriage had robbed*him of, and in 
the smib s of a young and beautiful hep'' 
ess, was seeking^u consolation for his eaiiy 

disuppointment. 
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disappoitUmcnt She well knew his 
heart; she well knew that to regain her 
empire ovek it, she need only feign the 
•loye he had pnee believed himself in pos¬ 
session ofi f say believed, for the heart 
of a coquette, in reality, feels only what 
administers to her vanity, never in pos¬ 
session of those*strong feelings which are 
always ori^nally united with*gener6u8 
and noble sentiments. She had yet 
taste enough to admire their expression 
in others, and skilfulness to apply them 
to her own purposes, when their display 
did not interfere with the elegance she 
always deemed an indispensable requi¬ 
site in her appearance. A fainting fit 
was an admirable appendage* to the gra¬ 
ces ; for the languor indicated served 
admirably to display the graces of her 
really-elegant person. To ^ hysteric 
fit she* had no violent objectioit; because, 
though in its practice the coimtenance 
must be distorted, the contortions* into 
which the whede figure was tbitiwn al¬ 
lowed 
% 
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lowed it to be liid; and immediately 
at^or the sentiment it had exdted was 
over, every tiling was restoi^i^ to its ori¬ 
ginal state, »)d the countenance was 
again placidly capable of the smile which 
usually graced it. But to weeping she had 
an insufferable aversion ; it ‘bestowed nei¬ 
ther delicacy nor eleg^t pensiveness; 
arid the swollen eyes, inflamed cheeks (to 
say nothing of the iiwparable mischief it 
occasioned to the colours wit!) which she 
loaded her face), she deemed, made very 
little amends for the display of feeling it 
indicated. Slic did, indeed, sometimes 
apply her cambric to her eyes,^ and then 
a heavy sigh or two, and a piteous ad¬ 
juration of “ Oh ileaven!” or even 
something more ^cred, called quite as 
much attention. 


Elizabeth, deeply revolving the isvcnu 
uf the evening, and vainly endeavouring 
to account for a conduct to which ,she 
could find no clue, heeded not the lap^ 

of 
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of time, till appn^clring footsteps occa¬ 
sioning ♦her to look up, she perceived*^ 
the captaiiV*and lady Wwthing waiting 
for !)cr. She arose in silenoe; but each 
taking a.haf^d, thanke^ her in the most 
animated, the tnost soothing language, 
for the kind^iess she had slicwli them. 


In consequence of her earnest enttca- 
ties, captain llcnnet immediately left 
them, but in parting said to lady WortV 
in<f. emphatically—" Rememberr 

Oh, do not'fear me!** she added, and 
they parted. 
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A silence of some minutes succeeded, 
which was broken by lady Worthing 
making an obscrvatidli on tbe beauty of 
the evening. 

This was quite unheedm by Eliza-^ 
both, but awak'ening from h« reverie, 
sltf^ eagerly said—“ And have you pro¬ 
cured the letters ?” * 


'• Not 
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Not the letters, but the promise of 
' themand she added, “ I much fear 
my best friend will condema ’me, when 
she hears that I ha\^ promised to-mor¬ 
row night to receive them ftom Bennet.” 

** Oh, Louisa, for Heaven’s sake, pause 
ere you plunge down the precipice, on 
the brink of which you row tremble !** 

** My dear jrrudish sister, what is it 
you fear ? you will be with me.” 

^ “ No, lady Worthing, 1 have already, 
by my presence, sanctioned one inter¬ 
view; 1 cannot meet (»ptain Bennet 
again with you.” 

“ Cruel, unkind Elizabeth ! ,ph,” she 
cried, taking her hand, “ by all the care 
and attenlipn which I devoted to your 
youtiiful and yet* unfonned mind—by 
all the love 1 ever bore you, I entreat 
you to accompany me to-morrow night 
—See him 1 njust; I have sworn it By 
your company you will prevent another 
mectMig—^you will save me from wojse 
. * ’ than 
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than death—^you will diield me irom 
tliG world’s dtsdain/’ ^ 

“ Could'I but save you from the con- 
sHousncss of acting incorrectly, wliat 
would I not^' venture ! ^but I can clearly 
comprehend that a meeting now will 
?>ii t make you more anxious tS see again 
tlic being whol^ew influence enough over 
*you to make you forget what is due to’ 
yoiu-scir, your husband—^youripupil,”she 
continued, the tear glistening in her 
her w'hoin your precepts first taught 
to love virtuo—^to love virtue for its own 
sake.” 

“ Oh,« Elizabeth! God forbid that I 
should in any way^ contaminate that 
mind, so pure, so guiltlessi! no, rather 
let me meet the clisgface I merit. And 
yet, what virtue is outraged—what de¬ 
corum violated? 1 see caplin Bennct 
as a »friend—as one I liavc, deeply in¬ 
jured. He asks it of mo as a helm to 
his ivounded feelings. I injure no one 
—my husband's peace can nevdr be i)n- 
VOL. IL * n j)Jieatevl 
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plicated—lie can never know of tliis 

'* step.” 

But it is useless <to follow lier tlirougli 
all the subtle arguments She. advanced 
to persuade Elizabeth to be her coinpa< 
nion on Ibe following evenjng—it is suf¬ 
ficient to say she consented. 

t 

The afternoon of this day Ermices 
Hbtd devoted to a sick neiglibour; the 
JHendji, tberefcH^, at lady AVoilhing’s 
intimation, sought the wildenicss almost 
immediately after dinner; and when 
there, Elizabeth, taking a boek which 
captain Bennet had prepared for her, 
sought the'herinitage, and endeavouretl 
to fix her mind on its contents; but it 
w'oiild not be—the tranquilfity of*tlis 
hoar, inte^upted only by the breeze 
sweeping through the trees—the'place, 
the scene of so many bewitching remem¬ 
brances, and which she was now on*thc 
point of quitting for ever—all disposed 

her 


$ 
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iier to melancholy; and the con¬ 
sciousness of the impropriety she was 
sanctioning did not contribute to height¬ 
en her spirits. 


Her thoughts then reveijed to Ed¬ 
mund; bdt even this subject afforded 
nothing to cheer her. His conduct seem¬ 
ed to evince that he had foi’gotten her. 
lie had indeed t»ld her it must be wn^ 
ped in mystery—^lie had pledged him¬ 
self to unravel it to her as soon as he 
was at liberty—he had called on the 
Father of the fatherless to witness liow 
ti'uly iTc loved her; but yet it was not a 
moment to assist thesootliings of hope; 
she found tlic nece^ty for exertion, and 
sat down to pen the following lines:— 


I 


Oil! wl)^ tiic pleasures that srfnre us here 
# 

light and j)¥:on«taDt| so vain &d m floating t 
vihile Joy claiius a smiloi sorrow eanctioos the 

tear, ^ 

Like the ^unsliine of April iu dark cluudf retreating. 


D 2 
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So like tlie fir^t blush of the mornings that /linlU 

To the sensitive heart with eDrapturiog p/casurc_ 

Like the first da wo of lorOi which delightfully fills 
The bosom of youih^^-Hi dangerous treasure* 


II 


So like the bright gleam of the meteor it night 
Swift durtfog thro*gloom^ Tiviil briglj^ness discSoMug, 
Tlieii io darkness withdrawing its 4 retieWrous lights 
Leaves a desolate slinde in tlie valley reposiu^. 


^Xike the gay dream of hope (ightiy beaming on youtli, 
$0 enchanting to view hi its fanciful spleuduuri 
Which beneath tlie stern glance of immutable truths 
To air aU its glorious visions surrender* 


T'is to tell us tliat happiness, sought for belf^w, 

Ever shuns the rude glance of the victim of passion— 
That this earthy a path strewM with sorrow and woe, 
Man tlio pilgrim who* journeys, bnt roeiitdH 
pabsion^ 

I'iiat felicity 'hfJes in tbe regi<Kis above—* 

That resiguV we must bow fQ the sumdates of 
Ilea V *11— 

I 

That our God Is a father who chastens in love, ^ 
Who demands our aaaent to the rulce be hai ^v’n. 

She 
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She had just made a rough copy of 
this, ar?d was reading it over, to make 
the correetions she thought it required, 
' when she w'as interrupted by the hasty 
entrance of captain Bennet. She looked 
up witl) pleasure anfl surprise, not ex> 
pecting they would have voluntarily 

4 

separated so %oon. 


He placed himself beside her, and per¬ 
ceiving how she had been employed, be¬ 
gan a flattering eulogium on her talents. 
—She made no answer to his compli¬ 
ment, but inquired for lady Worthing, 
—He replied, that lady Worthing had 
purposely given him this opportunity of 
making a request to her he trusted she 
would not disregawl—that she would 
sanction by her presence liis interviews 
with lady Worthing. 

t 

But though he adduced* every argu¬ 
ment passion or sophistry could «adduce, 
to wring her consent to a nioasiire her 

• D 3 


reason 
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reason and Jicr heart alike disapproved, 
though Iio throw himself on hi^ knees 
to obtain her consent, she was inflexible. 
At length, to terminate a conversation 
really distressing to lier, sh^ proposett 
socking lady Worthing; »biit she W5is 
not in the*, wilderness; and Elizabeth 
surmised, to avoid inteiru^ting a con¬ 
versation so interesting to her, /jhe had 
sought the house. 

How would every emotion of her soul 
have been called into action, could she 
have understood that Edmund, he whose 
absence she had so bitterly lamented, 
W'as her companion! but she found her 
alone; and Frances arriving at the same 
moment, prevented the events of the day 
being discussed. 

The time nbw approached for the .or¬ 
phan sisters to leave the reridence which 
liad hitherto sheltered tliem; and this 
.separation, the first they had ever knowD>- 

< w'cighed 
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weighed lieavily on their spirits. Francos 
had foi^fd a home in the kindness 
!Mr. Linley; and Elizabeth* in confor¬ 
mity to lady AVorthing’s often-i-epeated 
wishes, paid a visit £o lier* till tlie actual 
amount of hcr^propertjr being ascertain¬ 
ed, might enable her, in conjunction 
w'ith her sistec Frances, to take some 
steps pre{watory to their residing toge¬ 
ther. 

Of Edmund Dermont she had never 
heard: no message, no inquiry of her 
health, nothing that could evidence any 
degree of interest in her TOncerns, had 
escaped him. As it w'as not the com¬ 
mon rotnantic sentiment talked of by 
school-girls, and depicted by novels, that 
filled the lx)som of Elizabeth, her per- 
ce{)tion of this unkindness was not dis¬ 
sipated in words, but it liifgered in her 
heart—not wasting her spirits, but proxid- 
ly rousing them. She had nevfir told 
her love—he had neve? asked,the con- 

D i fession. 
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Session. Had he betrayed any doubts 
on the subject, so perfect was hdr confi- 
tleuco in his affection, his truth, his lio- 
ciouT, every feeling of her heart—that 
heart which beat but for hifn—had be^'ii 
discovered to him ; for such was the na- 
tiiral frankness of her generous nature, 
that she would to him, her soul's chosen 
inmate, have breathed every sentiment. 

"To wean him from her memory was 
impossible—he was associated with every 
action, however trivial. The form of a 
cap, tlie colour of a ribband, the arrange¬ 
ment of a curl, were all regulateji by the 
preference he had shown; and since her 
acquaintance with him, the cultivation 
of her mind had been more than ever 
attended to; for Kdmund had said, % 

f 

hoped, when he married, his wife w^W 
be superior \o him in mental acquire¬ 
ments ; and' never had she displayed so 
much ^ability as siiicv this confession 
escaped him. To make herself a com- 

• panion 
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paniqp for Edmund, what a stimulus 
to exertion! 


Had she been feft entirely to her own 


reflections, the strength of her fine un¬ 
derstanding, and the delicate rectitude 
of her moral perceptions, would have 
assisted her to subdue a passion she could 
not overcome. The undertaking would 
have been arduous, .but its accomplish¬ 
ment would have been noble-—it would 
have been worthy the ardour, the enthu¬ 
siasm of her character. 


D 5 
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CHAPTER IV. 

» 

VaiQ Are the MeneA o(* deAth» tins of pr&;er> 
Sull inemory hves, still Abelard U ili^re. 

Painr iVrmor^. 

Not that the Mush to woqer dear. 

Nor palraess thiit of mHiUeto ktWf 

It may not te. Xodj/ of the iMke. 


Is all the council rimt we two hare slirir'd, 

The bister vuws^tlhe hours that we have 
Wlieu wc ha%‘e chid the liasty*fi>oted time 
For porting us* ph ! and i» all Ibrgot ? 

SusarscrAKi.. 


Treacherous Frieud^hip^Treacherous X»or& 

s • 

IN Fir Grove, the residence pf sar Geor^ 
Wortlhng, Elizabeth, for a time, met 
‘every attention. ^She almost forgot the* 
ciiresses anS parting tears of her beloved 

Frances, 
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Fran^^ or rather, she thought of tliem 
but to draw her yet nearer to her heart. 
Every week did she receive a letter from 
her sweet and amiable sister, and every 
week took from her^ answer, dictated 
by the most* generous afifection and ar¬ 
dent friendship. 

0 


But tliis calm could not dast ^^ady 
Worthing was Vso fond of admiration 
to suffer a “ rival near the throneand 
Elizabeth was a rival boasting too many 
attractions of mind and person to be to¬ 
lerated ; and finding every effort which 
w ould* have engaged hef an accessaiy 
in lady Worthing’s interviews with cap- 
tain Bennet unavailing, 'every artifice 
was resorted to, an j every means sought, 
to remder her abode cc fortless, without' 
permitting a complaint ji> her part, or 
enabling sir G^eorge to discover what was 
so unamiable in her character. 
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an opportunity of displaying her^^tred 
in its fullest extent, for report had given 
Mr. Dennont to Miss Byron, as an ac* 
cepted lover. This furnished a never*^ 
failing theme for torture. She^)^an the 
conversation one morning at breakfast, 
when sir George had left home early, on 
a party of pleasure. 

“ So, 1 suppose you have heard that 
your old flirt is going to marry Miss 
Byron ?” 

** Indeed! she has then, at length, ao 
ccpted his apologies.” 

** 1 knew nbt that he had any occa> 
sion to make any, for report says tliat 
she has for sdme time been attached to 
Mr. Dermont” ^ 

Elizabeth’s blood seemed all to have 

♦ 

flown from her heart to h^* face^KUd 
neck, w'hich were crimsoi\—“ Mr. Der- 
itiont marry Miss Byron 1” 

“ Oh yes, my ^ear ! you know there 
is {flecity of numey; and men now>(V 
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days^ seldom forget that is a necessary 
appendage in these expensive times. I 
am really sorry to discover, by your agi- 
. tation, that you have not yet forgotten 
the fiije speeches he made you, without 
any meaning—mere oommQnplace com- 
plimentSfHvhich every man of fashion has 
ready prepared for every girl he meets. 
Hut you will know the ^Vorld hy-and- 
by,” she continued, smiling; and I 
think tile time is not far distant when 
you will regret having refused major 
Beverly—now his lather is dead, his 
estate is worth having.” 

Iddeed,” cried Elizabeth, seriously, 
“ I can never repent not having united 
myself to a man so entirely dissimilar to 
me in manners and in mind.” 

And here the conversj.<ioh, much to 
tiie relWf of Elizabeth, was interrupted. 
She sought her diambcr, that she might 
at leisure ponder over, the intelligence 
she had just received. Now then femi¬ 
nine 
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nine delicacy, pride, and principle all 
united to command her to expel from 
her heart an inmate who sought not the 
pre-eminence he held "there. Yes, the 
sacrifice should be* made—slie would 
never indulge in those delighTtflil reveries 
which had him for their objecjt—she 
would abstain from all those pursuits 
with which he was most intimately as¬ 
sociated—she would lay aside the books 
he most approved, and rclimiuish the 
appropriation of sentiments from any 
-casual study which might have received 
his praise. In music her fingers should 
abstain from the urs they liad (hinced 
together, or the songs which had been 
applied to theif situation—in writing she 
would no longer endeavour at the attain¬ 
ment of tluit style he more partieularlji^ 
admired: butethe difficulty of the 
to be made appalled her,, and shec^was 
compell^ to summon all the dignity of 
her nature to rep^l the idea, that by con* 
tinning to him her affection, site shbuld 
« ' nijure 
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injure one human being. Xo one 
had a claii}i on her heart; why then con¬ 
sign it to that death of feeling which 
must follow a renunbiation of his idea? 

Never had Elizabeth seen l^y Wor¬ 
thing so urfttmiable as duiing this day. 
By turns her ingenuity in tormenting 
was dis{)layed in cutting sart'asms and 
contemptuous innuendoes. To complete 
her discomfort, some delay had arisen 
respecting the marriage settlement of her 
mother; and this rendered it highly pro¬ 
bable that she could not command even 
her own‘little independence till lier sis¬ 
ter Frances became of age; and at night 
she sought her pillow with a sense of 
Vk-retchediiess she had never befbi'c 
known. 

She was at length, in every way but 
that which would have been least per¬ 
plexing, told by lady Worthing that her 
house could DO longer be an asylum ibr 

her; 
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her; and in the manner in wWch this 
iutelligenoe was communicated, her trea- 
cherousfriendscetned to study tliatwhich 
would be most disti^ing. 

a 

Elizab^h’s eyes were at length opened 
to the character which had to her so 
long beamed highly in all the glare of 
false sentirhent and rednement. Her re* 
collection ran over every circumstance 
occurring in her memory, which had 
given to her mind the fatal bias that had 
involved her in so much perplexity. 
Every event, now that it was considered 
uninfluenced by prejudice, spoke of the 
deceptive powers wliich had so imposed 
on her innocence. ,, 

The veil was at length uit^wn, but, 
oh God ! wKat a prospect met her view! 
the world, which to her lively ima^no* 
tion had so long bloomed a perfect pa* 
radise, i^ow seemed a forsaken desert, 
without pleasure, without virtue, and 

Restitute 
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destitute of any attraction to com|jo)i- 
5;ate tor the heavy disappointments she 
had recdved. Forsaken by her lover, 
deserted by her friend—she too to whom 
Uie wouldi have sacrificed her life, and 
whose dying*words would have breathed 
rejoicings Jhat she could so iRive yielded 
lip her soul! ■ Where now could she look 
for sincerity? She almost depi*ecated ta¬ 
lent, as tlie mark of a had heart; and 
she cHideavoured to fortify her mind 
against the intrusion of other misfortunes, 
which she calmly decided were in store 
for her; but to any that yet might hap- ‘ 
pen deemed herself invulnerable. 


Here the image of the gentle and 
beauteous Frances •obtruded itself upon 
her mind; and the tears which her own, 
distress had never elicited, now bedewed 
her eyes, as she contemplated her in the 
situation she filled at this moment, alive 
the same insults—unnoj'^ed by the 
same unfeiding selfishnf^as. 


Her 
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iJcT nicdiUitums at length were intcr- 
ru^ied by the servant, v.ho delivered 
hei* a letter. She opened it htistily, mid 
glancing at the ^gnature, found it was 
from major Beverly, couched in tenns 
of submissive but sincere love, and con¬ 
cluding with an offer of his hand and 
fortune. 

# 

In what a moment did this arrive T 
P^Uzabeth shuddered she read. Of 
all her admirers, the major was the last 
who could have fascinated her imagina^ 
tion; yet of all those who had been 
oflei-ed to her acceptance, he was the one 
whom her judgment most approved. 
But hitherto jier affections had been so 
arbitrarily under the influence of her 
fancy, that the touch of his person, the 
jnvssure of his hand, was avoi^d as if 
tliey would communicate contagion or 
cleatli. Her eyes W’cre aS’erted as he 
rose to take her tea-cup, or assist her 
with lier cloak; find at the tones of his 


voice, 
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voice, obtruding on her ear in expres¬ 
sions ol Vriendsiiip or regard, the dull 
of ditidain* thrilled on her heart. 

*But that (heart was now agitated by u 
variety of emotions too complex for her¬ 
self to define. The major Was moral 
and religiousyowell-informcd, and pos¬ 
sessed of all the minor virtues to render 
domestic life agreeable; but then his 
person was ]}lain ahd awkward, his man¬ 
ner, unbrightened or unformed even by 
the society of tlie offeers to M'hom his 
appointment in the militia bad iiitrtv 
duced hjm, were vulgar; bpt of his love 
for hci'Rclf she could not doubt—it bad 
been evidenced thn)Ugli ytjars of boi>e- 
less coldness, which l^er manner towaids 
him liad displayed; and how deceptive 
the graces were, lier own sensations at 
this moment convinced her. 

In marrying the major she secured to 
herself a pr*>tt*ctor—she %ceurcd"a homo 

for 
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for Francos. Edmund would "Perhaps 
then dwell on her former love for him— 
he would be nettled, for he* would at 
least perceive her attachment was of a 
nature to be overcome—he would per¬ 
haps repent his neglect of her; and she 
must thcifl banish him her heart, for it 
would be criminal to think of him when 
she had plighted her vows to another. 

How inexplicable dre the windings of 
the human heart, and how difficult is it 
for even the most clear-sighted to ascer¬ 
tain the motives which govern its ac¬ 
tions ! Elizabeth, in pondering over the 
reasons which should influence her in 
the iiTiportai’t decision she was about to 
make, would not acknowledge that the 

last idea with her had any weight^hen 

> 

it was the governing principle jttf her 
conduct; and she took her and 
wrote an implied consent to her lover’s 
wishes, if he continued to desire her ac¬ 
quiescence afler'having heard all she had 

to 
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to adv%tce; and th^, as if fearing her 
own firnyiess, hurried on her cloak, 
and advanced to the postoffioe with the 

letter. 

» 


But as she paused on the tlireshoM of 
the door, something whispered she was 
doing uTong, and reason send, “ Be not 
precipitafe.” She M'ould listen to its 
voice, and would go through the church- 
yai*d Kithcr than the direct way, that she 
might have time to attend to its die- 
tates~-and its dictates were to give some 
time to consideration; and she would 
obey th^m; but she saw ITbrmont across 
the street—he was engagc‘d in conver¬ 
sation, but his eye glanced*towards her, 
and fell on tlie letter wliich was in her 
hand. She felt as if that glance hml 
conveyed to him its contants; and an 
impulsive pride again confinned her wa¬ 
vering resolution—she committed the 
letter to the box; and .captain^ Bennet 
joining her at the same moment, she 

accompanied 
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accompanied him to the door lu a cot¬ 
tage where a soldier’s wife was sick/ and 
Siiw Kdmund no more. 

The major, immediately on the receipt 
of her letter, mounted liis horse, and gal- 
loppcd over to the Grove. Elizabeth 
sa>Y him from the window, and a diill- 
ness, as of death, came over her, and 
gave its hue to hei; face. She would 
have left the room, but she feared her 
power, and she dreaded a discovery of 
her agitation to lady Worthing. Her 
recollection returned, and with it a por¬ 
tion of scLf-commaiid; and w'hen he en¬ 
tered, no sign, save the crifnson glow 
her clieek assumec^ aimouncred that she 
had any interest in his airivaL^’ 

The majdr beb'aycd none of that ar¬ 
dent joy which might have been suppos¬ 
ed to characterize a man on the point of 
obtainiijg his most sanguine wishes; on 
tlie conlWBfj', had Elizabeth lodced at 

him, 
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would have read in life counte¬ 
nance nothing more than the quiet coVn- 
placency it generally assumed when in 
her presence. 

Her feelings were acute in the ex¬ 
treme, and bitterly did she lament the 
precipitancy S'Inch had hurried her into 
an answer she now conadered as niimi- 
cal to her future happiness, liut 
she QOiild thus in her own mind trace 
all tlie variation of sentiment and gra¬ 
dation of suifering, she hud determined 
her manner should be free from them; 
yet wlien the moment •arrived which 
w^as to decide her future fate—when she 
found herself alone with flie major, and 
heard his acknow'I^gmcnts for the letter 
he had that day received, her reason re-* 
sinned its full empire t and as she re¬ 
flected she had now gone too far to re¬ 
cede, all the native dignity of l^r cha¬ 
racter seemed roused, jnd evej^'hcr lan¬ 
guage was elevated, as she begged his 

attention 
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attention and patience while eh^ por- 
ti'Hyed to him the various emotions of 
her heart, from the time she had first 
known his love. 

I 

% 

We will not follow her in her view 
of the incidents which had marked her 
life, and the feelings they 'excited in her 
bosom. She unfolded them alh even 
the cluinge in lier prospects, and her in¬ 
terest for her sister Frances, which had 
assisted to fix her determination. 

She paused for a moment, but receiv¬ 
ing no aiisw«*, cemtinued—" Ficim the 
tenor of tliis discourse, you must per- 
coive that I do not love you. Indeed, 
1 do not think I feei for you ,affection 
enough to become your wifte!(^have 
even ackno'^ledged iny prefeiMle for 
another; bu,t if you s1^ thubk your 
Jiappiness can only be ensured in this 
ytKpy, rea^ to fulfil my promric 

dP heoonie your wife.'* 


Neither 
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Nei(/ier disappointment or pleasure 
was mu^ed on liis countenance, as h*e 
declared, *so firm was liis reliance on her 
virtue, sense, and ^idour, that he did 
not for a moment licsijate to accept her 
hand under every circumstance: and tliot 
he did not* fear but a very short time 
would erase from her lieart any thoughts* 
of another. 

Having expressed his hopes, that an 
early day would ensure the happiness he 
was anticipating, she agreed, on that 
day month, to meet him at the altar, 
but determined, before that time, not to 
see him again; and expressed a wish, 
that no intimation of the approach¬ 
ing union might tfanspire. They in¬ 
tended, immediately after the ceremony^ 
to set off' for Bath, where ti\e major had 
a house, and from thence .to s]i. nd a 
month in exploring the beauti^ of 
W^les. ^ 


VOL. II. 


K 


X'^’cry 
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Kvery tiling being thus dccid€|fl, Kli- 
zubetli found her heart much lighter 
than she had known it for some time: 
her destiny was now, fixed; and though 
even lier imagination could not throw 
ai'ound it the brilliant halo which had 
once brightened her view^of life, and 
lent its charm to every* change, her 
mind, engaged in the contennplation of 
the new and arduous duties she would 
take upon herself, afcquircd energy in 
])n)portion as the day approached which 
was for ever to sepanite her from him in 
whom was centered every thought of 
happiness. * o 

She now very much wished for the 
society of her sister* Frances; but as she 
did not choose to make lady 'V^^arthing 
acquainted i.with her engagement till 
within a few days of its being completed, 
she could fix on no plan likely to ac¬ 
complish her wishes; but the attentive 
kindness of sir George Worthing pro- 
, ' cured 
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cured.Jbr her this indulgence. Observ¬ 
ing on the cheek of Elizabeth a tear, as 
she folded a letter she had just received 
from the dear girlj he inquired of her 
health ? • 

She is well,” said Elizabeth; “ and 
this tear was oijly called forth Uy her ten¬ 
derness, and reiterated wislies to see me.” 

“ And.why docs she not come Over 
then?” said sir George; “ I hope she 
understands that ^ur house is always 
open to her as well as to you, Eliza¬ 
beth.” 

“ Indeed,” said lady AVorthing, “ she 
very w^U knows I wish lipr to consider 
it in that light; but she goes into such 
strange society at the Liiileys, that I 
apprehend she lias’Tjo enjoyment for 
ours.” 

“ We %viU try her, howeyer,” said sir 
George; “ for I will go in.my curricle 
for her in the monihig.” 


Hours, days, and weeis, roU^ 


K 2 


away, 

till 
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till that arrived whidi was to unifc Eli- 

i 

zabeth to major Beverl}'. 

Frances had anxiously watched her 
beloved sister; and if a sigh* sometimes 
escaped her, its effect was ’almost imrne- 
diately lost in some lively sally; or if a 
tear tremWed in her eye, Vhe expression 
of countenance which succeeded, ratlier 
declared it to be the solemnity of the 
rite she was going to partake, thap any 
latent regret which occasioned it 

Lady Worthing was overwhelmed 
with regret and concern, when rhe un¬ 
derstood how Klizal^eth was going to 
throw herself away; but she agreed to 
meet -the party at Bath, on their return 
from ales. 

I' 

'I'hursday .was appointed for the core- 
-meny^ On the Wednesday evening the 
major il^ivcd, apd he had been preceded 
by a beautiful selection of pearls for the 
. ' bride, 
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bride,who excused herself from seeing 
him on t^at evening. 


She shut herself-in her chamber, and 
Frances pdfesed a sleepless night, as she 

ated’the events of the morning, 
which she feared would be distressing, 
as she knew tlic exquisite sensibility of 
Elizabeth, and was well Jissured every 
feeling of her heart revolted from this al¬ 
liance,; but when she sought her room 
early on the following day, and viewed 
the smile which graced her countenance, 
and the blush which flusJied her cheek* 
as she^reccived the tearful kiss which 
Frances brought, she almost persuaded 
herself that she had been deceived, and 
that Elizabeth, in ttiiis uniting herself, 
would be happy; and even lady Wor¬ 
thing, in the trembling vStfrp, the vary¬ 



ing colour, and timid reserve of Eliza¬ 
beth, could discern only the beautiful 
modesty which adds pew chjyms ta 
youth and innocence. 

' E 3 •In 
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In her dress Elizabeth had ratli^er con* 
suited the views of others than her owti 
taste, which would have led her to ap¬ 
pear in her usual mbrning habiliment^; 
she had not, however, lost sight of that 
elegant simplicity which distinguished 
her person; her robe and boftnet were of 
whi^e sarsnet, almost entirely covered 
by a veil of the most delicate lace—white 
satin boots completed, her dress. 

4 

"Lady Worthing, Elizabeth, and Fran¬ 
ces, went in sir George’s chariot, and sir 
George and the bridegroom followed. 
Frances liad provided great stor^* of vo¬ 
latiles, for she was sure Elizabetli could 
never go thiuugh ,.,the marriage cere¬ 
mony, even with the man of hd^^oice, 
without that powerful sensatioiiP^hich 
must procur‘e a temporary forgetfulness. 

f 

But Frances had never studied the 
huniair^ieart; and least of all could she 
enter into the frcUngs of a h^rt moulded 


as 
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as wa?» that of Elizabeth. In meeting 
at the alt^ir the man ^vllo had called forth 
all the sensibilities of her nature, the 
thrill of happiness^ rushing through her 
frame, and pervading every faculty, 
would have rendered her quite unequal 
to sustain «ithe aw fill ceremony which 
W’as to determine the colour of her fate; 

I 

but now*she Ihought not of lierself; she 
had given herself to another—she had 
vow'ed to love him—she must constitute 
his happiness, and he believed she pre¬ 
ferred another—she must then overcome, 
those emotions which seem to appertain to 
such aif occasion,lest he shdbld deem them 
given to an object she was now bound 
to forget;^ and the tremor ivhich marked 
her motion, as she approached the altar, 
was soon lost, and a composed, dignified * 
serenity sat on her brow^ and when 
the service ivas over, and* she received 
the congratulations of her friendijii not a 
t^ar escaped her, 

K 4 


eHAP- 



EDITCATION. 
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I 


Il' Aven doth with ns ns we %vith ttirclies do, 

• * 

If i)j 1‘ght thein for onr-clves; for if oiir virtoe# 

T^id uor go foitli uf us, ’twcre all Hlitcc 

As if we hnd them nut. Spirits are not finely touch'd, 

But to fine issues. SuAK.Lsr>FAtte. 


Mol/ves for Dntif—Sources (f IIope^> 

The little tcRir into Wales was»a great 
relief to Elizabeth; wliile pausing on 
the romantit^, beautiful, and sublime, 
everywhere obtrudeii on her, her mind 
was again elevated to the enthu^^m 
she fancied sHe should never agai|pmow 
—her taste - was gratified—lier spirits 
were toothed—and she felt relieved l«>m 
that co^taut strjiggle with feeling which 
had been so oppressive. 


They 
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Tney spent about six weeks in their 
wanderings; and much as Klizabeth liad 
been gratified, she felt rejoiced to find 
herself again at her own fireside. Their 
house large ayd convenient, and 
their door soon thronged with visi« 
tors; and^now Elizabeth found the want 
of some judicious friend, to pmnt out to 
her the different characters now obtrud¬ 
ing on her acquaintance as it was far 
from her intention to enter indiscrimi¬ 
nately into the visiting and amusements 
of the place. She however succeeded 
in draiving round her a select and soci^. 
circle; for much as she 4iow disliked vi¬ 
siting, and its necessary attendant, cards, - 
she found the major attached to both— 
she made a sacrifit^ of her own inclina¬ 
tions to his wishes, and found for this 
little sacrifice a reward, in the satisfac¬ 
tion resulting fiom a cpnsciousness of 
having done her duty. 

In fact, her character had received a 
* E 5 trensfqnnation» 
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transformation, which, to those tillable 
or unwilling to trace the impulsive feel¬ 
ings of the heart, exdted astonishment. 
The wild, visionary girl was changed 
into the judicious, prudent woman; the 
animated grace of her manner was now 
modelled into sober dignity^, and the 
impassioned playfulness whidi had lent 
sudi an attractive charm to her conver¬ 
sation was mellowed into a chastened sen- 
sibility, less fascinating, but more inte¬ 
resting. Her pursuits were also widely 
.different; her music was entirely dis¬ 
carded—its touch, in spite of her efforts 
to the contrary, immediately, with the 
force of magic, carried her hack to those 
scenes she now endeavoured to erase 
from her memory. Poetry, 
constituted so mudi of the 
her life, was Mso thrown aride; 
stnuns, when breathed ev^ in the cause 
virtive. tended but to soften uid en^- 
vate thb mind«she now sought td 
strengthen. , 'Mtt reading was now eff 

the 
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the‘inoet instinctive nature; and her 
mind, before her marriage, 

been beautifully impregnated with all 
that was enchantingly lovely, was be¬ 
come finely stored with what was esti¬ 
mable. 

In the ch^hicter of her husband she 

0 

discoveted little to admire; and as she 
found it impossible to lavish on him the 
enthusiasm she had once known, she en¬ 
deavoured entirely to repress its expres¬ 
sion, and contented herself vdth aj^ 
proving what she was not obliged to 
cond«nn; yet she had* sometimes the 
mortification to find all her sweetness— 
those attentive kindnesseS so calculated 
to smooth and ameliorate the cares of 
life, which she lavished on him, aiitf 
which, by an effort of minif, she -would not 
allow herself to think painful, repressed 
by a demeanour cold and dulling in the 
Extreme. It was tliia which, the 
pang to her heart—it was this ^vhich 

F. fi deadoiicd 



EDUCATION. 


K4, 

deadened the lustre of her eye, and gave 
debility to her frame; he indeed opposed 
none of her pursuits, but Ids concur¬ 
rence in them seemed.the effects of in¬ 
difference rather than approval. Nature 
had marked a difference in'their charac¬ 
ters, which' prevented the play of sym¬ 
pathy—that union of soul and sentiment 
which can alone give happiness to the 
married life. 

f 

On his wife major Beverly had lavish¬ 
ed every sentiment of esteem, admira- 

#•* 

tion, and love, he was capable of feeling; 
but his heart V was alike unacquainted 
with that strength of attachment Eliza¬ 
beth was so calculated to inspire and to 
demand, or that dblicacy of 
•which might have supplied its 
her sensitive ibosom. She 
cret; and thaf haughty self-sufficiency 
which had once formed so dark a shade 
in her G|iaracter was now so much sub- 
dued) tlmt a j^'ar would sometimes be- 

* trav 
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tray-tlie sense she entertained of the 
slights ^le now experienced; and this ex¬ 
pression of grief brought forward every 
mark of attention it was posrible for him 
io shew, till her grief was soothed, when 
he relapsed i^ain into his characteristic 
indifferenqp. * 

But the constant agitation of her spi¬ 
rits, and continued warfare with her 
feelings, could nbt be supported, even 
by a constitution strong as was that of 
Elizabeth; and it was on the bed of 
sickness that she received a conviction, 
whieUwas balm to her beart, that she 
%vas indeed beloved by her husband. 

The most unretnitting attention was 
now lavished on her for a fortnight,” 
during which her life was pronounced in 
danger; he never quitted her bedside, and 
her convalescence was expedited by the 
eonviction that she ha^ not sacrificed the 
dearest feelings of her heart to a man in- 

* sensible, 
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sensible or careless of the offering. * But 
a new, a dearer care was now pbtruded 
on her—one which, in her dreams of 
youthful happiness, • imagination had 
sketched in such lively colours, that the 
felicity pi;pmised by ereh love itself 
seemed lost and obscured iiv* tlie brilH- 
anc}^ this emitted; and it*was with the 
most poignant feelings of delight that 
she became convinced she should soon 
become a mother. , 

.. Here then was an object on which all 
the sensibilities of her natirre could be la¬ 
vished ; she sh6uld no more feel that ach- 

% 

ingvoid her heart had known-she should 
no longer drag on a life, the victim of 
feelings undervalued and misunderstood; 
in this, the object of her cherished hop^, 
she should a constant occupatiw. 
Oh, with what care would she watch tSe 
unfolding its infant mind! she would as¬ 
sist in th^ development of its ideas; and, 
oh! how. carefully would she root out the* 

* embryo 
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cmbi’yo^ seeds of those passions which 
had beemso inimical to her happiness! 


She now saw bufflittle of her husband; 
yet she felt not hers a cheerless solitude^ 
though little enlivened by coippany, for 
every idea was engrossed by the con¬ 
templation 0 ^ the moment she should 
become a mother. Now she felt the 
full value of Matilda’s fnendship, for 
now, in writing to her, she could pour- 
tray every emotion of her heart, for they 
were such as reason approved, virtue 
smiled upon, and religion sanctioned— 
emotions in which no ofie was so well 
calculated to partidpate as Matilda. 


CIIAP- 
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Sc.}me feelings i^re to roortals given# 

» 

With less of earth irrthecn th^M) henveu ;* 

And if there be a human tear# 

From )ia$%ion’8 H^ss refin'd and clenr, 

A tear so litnpVd and nieek# 

It wonld not stain au angers cheek# 

Tis^that wtii^ ]jioo$ parents slufd. 

<if the 

of Hope. 

Time hasteiied onward, and Elizabeth 
became a mother. Every hope she had 
cherished, every regret she had indulged, 
every disap^intment she had known, 
was now forgotten, as she pressed to her 
bosom the little clamant on her affec¬ 
tions ; ^i^werfu] and varied as had been 
the .^sibilities of her nature, she had 
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yet experienced nothing to equal the 
sentimehj now engendered—too pure to 
be denominated a passion, too powerful 
for a mere affection, she felt as if lan- 
giiage waifted an expression to convey 
in one word* the ecstatic tenderness 
which beaiycd on Iier soul; and as she 
presented thef smiling iimoccnt to her 
husband,* she felt as if a portion of*the 
love she boro towards the child was asso- 
ciatecl so closely \^ith the idea of the fa¬ 
ther, that he had shared, without less¬ 
ening, its claims on her heart. 

Ne^r had the major appeared so esti¬ 
mable as when caressing the little Finan¬ 
ces Matilda, for her infaiftiue beauties 
called forth that display of affectionate 
solicitude which Klizaheth had in vaiu 
endcavoiued to awaken; *5t seemed to 
have given a charm to his existence he 
liad never before known; and the anima- 
tkm which sparkled in ]iis eyes, and the 
expressions n hich denoted las joy, were 

• , given 
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given in a tone of rapture his wife had 
never iieard him a>s.sume, so universal 
are the claims of Nature, and so exqui¬ 
site are the pleasures w^hich her unso¬ 
phisticated dictates impart. 


Could I have borrowed, the pen of 
Elizabeth, which displayed, in the most 
animated and animating colours, the va¬ 
rious employments, reflections, and emo¬ 
tions, then called forth, and with .which 
she now delighted to amuse her friends^ 
I should be tempted to communicate to 
the world the expressions of joy and 
tianquil pleasure the superin tcni^nce of 
her little cluirge elicited, in the liope 
that the few fashionable moth^ who, 

4 

insensible or indifferent tq the duties im¬ 
posed by the maternal ch^'seter, commit 
their infants \o the charge of mercenary 
nurses, might', from dwelling on the en¬ 
thusiastic picture her glowing fancy has 
given, have b^n tempted to endeavoftr 
to awaken in their o^vn bosom.s a conge- 
» nial 
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nial sentiment; for while the arms en¬ 
twine a Ving, owing its very existence, 
the perfection of its faculties, its happi¬ 
ness or misery, to the exertions of a pa¬ 
rent, she Anst own a heart cold indeed 
who can wilEngly forego the exertion 
of that chai^u^r. 

4 

• ^ 

But how imperfect, how transient^ is 

the glow of human happiness! and how 
feelingly did EUzal>eth acknowledge thi» 
truth, as her medical attendants declared 
she must not herself attempt nourishing 
her child; but all their expostulations 
were min—>the infant was at her breast^ 
and not for ten lives would she sacrifice 
the pleasure she then experienced, till 
a malady seized her, which, endanger¬ 
ing the child’s existence, compelled her ' 
to resign her intention, 'but now the 
romantic enthusiasm, so long obscured, 
having been again awakened by the 
emotions attendant on the maternal cha¬ 
racter, burst forth, and shenrehemently 

• declared. 
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dedared, that precluded the pleasure ot 
pi'rforming tlie duty matema|‘'fondness 
had rendered so exquisite^ no hireling 
should usurp the loye she considered as 
lier unalienable right; and to gratify this 
caprice, the healtli, even the life, of her 
child wal risked; but Frances Matilda 
was a strong baby, ami notwithstanding 
ev(S^ disadvantage, grew under the re¬ 
gimen her mother insisted on superin* 
tending. 

Her attendance on the duties of the 
nursery was so unremitting, that she res- 
linquished all society, except tha|; which 
she could obtain after her charge had 
sought its repose for the night; and then, 
if she had no eng^ement al»oad wdth 
the major, her sitting-r^n was 
filled by a fe^v select or literary friends, 
wliose convei^tion either united the un¬ 
reserve of confidence with the beauties 
of science, or was confined to that dls- 
^y of dfiection or esteem so grateful to 

the 
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the feelings; or if alone, pursuing the 
paths of^ecience, which ennobled and 
enlarged the mind, %vhile they ren¬ 
dered it more capable of the ta^ 
wfiich hopd pointed cmt as that which 
would delightfully fill her hours, at 
the same ^me it gave a ccMitinual 
source of pleasdre, in contempWing the 
improvenrient she trusted would follow 
her close attention to the edudrtion of 
her chyd. 


It would be delightful and improving 
to follow such a mind as Elizabeth’s 
along tVe tranquil, rational pleasure in 
which it was now indulging; and to the 
moralist it would perhaps hate furnished 
a matter for reflectioft, whether a charac¬ 
ter modulated as was tiers, and changed 
by circumstances, not from’ conviction, 
would have recovered its original tone, 
<or have gone on progressiv^y improv¬ 
ing, till age having damped the fire of 
enterprise, prevented any farther a'dvance. 
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It is a sulject which would allow a wide 
field for digression, as her siti^fion was 
again to experience a change as rapid, 
and not less extrwdinary than that 
which was efiecte^by her n«Aniage» ' 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER Vir. 



^ Who that livei 
Ilaih not Ilia portion of calamity } 

Who that fealf cuo boast a iraDquU boaom 


Tho Bweetcst rose wiJI wither^ while the storm 
Italics the moaiitoiR thistle# Mm* EoBiRSOSt 


Be life or death, what so betides^ 

The state of tirtue ncrer slides. 

Ancient Foem* 


JUvfrui^ji Journ^, 

*• 

4 

In tbe system laid down by Elizabeth, . 
for the regulation of her conduct in the 
mairi^ state, that of undeviating, un¬ 
limited confidence was tboi one most 
st^ctly enforced; and never fev a single 
instant did she deviate fium tins rule i 

not 


I 
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not only every action, but every thought; 
thus passed in review before lier^usband", 
but even in this instance, the motiyjas 
which led to tins con^dential intercourse 
M'ere either not sufficiently tmderstood, 
or not sufficiently attended to; some¬ 
times she' iiad the mortiffcation of find- 

f 

ing her auditor asleep im the midst of 
hef communications, at other- times it 
was interrupted by some smiling sar¬ 
casm, or again broken in upon by an in¬ 
different topic; and never could Eliza¬ 
beth draw from him a reciprocal unre¬ 
serve. 

On the subject of his income he was 
invincibly silent; in vain she led to a 
theme, which, sin^ the birth of her 
child, had become highly interesting— 
no eoinmunicatiou followed; she was 
supplied, ev^ lavishly, with money r 
and slie had only to admire any elegant 
or expensive piece of furniture, to have 
it Cf»nve^ed #a her room; comm<m re-^ 

port 
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port gave him fifteen hundred xt-year, 
and his pikrticular fiiends believed his in- 
doubled the sum specified. Their 
establishment was expensive, and had 
many useless appendages. She had once 

or twice ventui^ at a remonstrance on 

# 

tliese subjects, but it was received with 
so much aspefity, she did not venture. 
to renew nt. She was therefore muck 
surprised by his abrupt entrance one 
inosnii^g into her dfessing-room, with an 
open letter. The agitatiem sh^now wit¬ 
nessed, and which was so unlike any 
tiling she had before seen, alarmed her; 
and going towards him, she eagerly in¬ 
quired if any thing unpleasant had oc- 

CUITCd ? 

** Unpleasant!” h6 exclaimed, ** why 
Ilartrop has failed! and he has just taken 
my rents and other monies to tlie amount 
of three thousand pounds 
I. am much concerned!” 

t* Concerned! I must set off for Lon¬ 
don directly." 

VOL. II. • r “ For 
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« For London, my love! to what pur- 

« It is there the statute of bankru^ 
is executed.” 

He then i^oceeded to ^ve orders to 
forward the execution of ijis purpose; 
and taking an early dinncft*, proceeded on 
hiT journey. 

Though Elizabeth'did not app^hend 
any lasting inconvenience from this loss, 
she was yet much concerned, because she 
found it rendered her husband uncom¬ 
fortable ; but in the cares of her nursery 
she found a resource whidf she felt would 
buoy up het mind in greater troubles 
than those she now dwelt upon, and the 
loss was forgotten. 

The major returned frcnn London*; 
he now appeared calm; but he had no 
hope of recovering any part of the pro¬ 
perty his attorn^ had held. In a few 
4 * days 




EDUCATION. 


99 


days lie received intelligence of the loss 
of a vesi^l, in which he had been tempt¬ 
ed to hold a share. These circumstances 
prepared Elizabeth for the embarrass^ 
ments which followedt; and she had now 
the mortification of holding thg monthly 
accounts she had been in the habit of 
discharging, unsettled; and her observa¬ 
tions no^ led her to conclude that she 
had overrated the major’s income. Her 
expostulations with him were received 
with no better grace than her former re¬ 
monstrances had been, but he assured.: 
her tliat the losses he had sustained, 
were they doubled thre^or four times, 
would necessarily occasion no difference 
in their expenditure; with* this declara¬ 
tion she was obliged to be satisfied, 
and voluntarily deprived herself of ma¬ 
ny indulgences she had hitherto enjo)’- 
ed, rather than receive money from him 
under his present embarrassments. Her 
sensations may therefore bfe better ima¬ 
gined than described, whai a friend of 

F 2 the 
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the major’s came forward, and informed 
her, in the gentlest terms he coyXd corn* 
mand, that there would be an executi()i;i» 
in the house before night 

9 

Horrorstruck at this intelligence, £li- 
xabeth seemed for some ti^e to have 
lost every feeling; motion and speecrh 
alike denied her, and she was alive 
only to the ^ulty of suffering; but a 
painful effort recalled her to ]ierself»o 
“ Why then does not the major provide 
against this ? with his landed property 
unentuled, he might certainly raise 
money.” Hertfriend was silent Vut his 
looks certainly expressed 410 motive for 
consolation in this suggestion. *‘JMy 
God V* she cried, “ what more am I to 
learn ? Oh, sir ! you have undertaken 
this task—go'through with it, and tell 
me what I ha\e to dread !’* 

** ISIy dearest madam, be composed, 
and I will tell you every thing. 1 have 
undertaken this office, and I must go 

* through 
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through with it. When major Beverly’s 
father died, he left landed property to 
•the amount of fifteen hundred a-year, 
with some interest in shipping. Upon 
examinatibn, my friend found this pro¬ 
perty deeply mortgaged—subsequent 
losses hav^ completed his mill.** 

“ Oh, cruel!—oh, my child! my in¬ 
fant!" • 


In this idea hen grief amounted almost 
to suftbeation; but she shed no tears-; 
she uttered no further cmnplaint; and 
thanking her fnend for the manner ift 
which he had sustained the unpleasant 
office he had undertaken, she begged 
him to go to the major. • 

She retired to her own room; she felt 
the necessity for exertiod, and she en¬ 
deavoured to tranquillize her mind; she 
would look to Heaven for relief; but, 
iolas! she felt not the consolation in her 

F 3 • prayers 
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prayers slie had been accustomed to re¬ 
ceive, for, since her marriage, tlie beauty 
of morality had so imposed on her iina- 
gination, that discarding all ideas of a 
propitiatory sacrifice on the part of the 
Deity in the person of his Son, she re> 
tained tliL name, with few, very few, of 
tiic doctrines of Christian^y ; she dwelt 
Ic:s on the necessity of prayer than on 
the efficac}’^ of thanksgiving. It was the 
religion of prosperity,fOf a proud mind, 
alike unfitted for adversity or a humbled 
spirit. She now remembered her vaunt¬ 
ed boast of the dignity of the human 
character, and she determined her for- 

' V 

titiide should not disgrace her cause. 
She sought her infant, and found from 
its smiles occasion to strengthen her in 
the peculiar frame of mind she now en¬ 
couraged—“ Yes,” she cried, “for your 
sake 1 will sustain my trials with forti¬ 
tude; and as thy passage through life 
will, it is highly probable, be marked 

with 
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with, difficulties and sorrows, thy mo- 
tiier’s e^^amplc shall at least serve as a 
^sson to tliee.” 

‘ She now sent a message to her hus¬ 
band ; the word sounded harsh to her 
ears ; the expression brought *o memory 
the idea of a protector a superior, 
whom she might ” reverence and oheyr* 
Was it possible to reverence one who 
liad condescended to such dissimula¬ 
tion^— Could she obey one who had 
ruined her child ? Her marriage vows 
recurred to her—she had taken him for 
better, for worse; these had been volun- 
tarily uttered; all that she could do, 
that she would undertake. But oh, 
bitter thought! nothing could make her 
feel that she could do otherwise than 
despise^whom ? her hiifband! the fa¬ 
ther of her child! 

, But though these thoughts passed 
through her brain with the vapidity of 

r 4 lightning, 
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lighting, her nature was too noble to per¬ 
mit her to ** bruise the broken reed,'* 
He was now probably friendless; she 
would adhere to him, would sooth him 
ill trouble, and cherish liiin rin sorroiv*. 
?tluch as .she bad studied his character, 
bitterly she had felt his insensibility, 
she was not prepared for thd total derev 
lAcJion offt'eling he now exhibited. He 
met her outstretched hand with his 
usual coldness towards any action ex¬ 
pressive of sentiment, and spoke of his 
affairs with openness, but mentioned 
£hem as irremediable; and glanced to¬ 
wards his involvements in the same way 
he would have done had his wife assist¬ 
ed in milking ^hein. He told her his ea* 
tatoiniist go to the hapimer—that he had 
hopes when lie got to L.ondon, whither 
he must immediately hasten, to secure a 
sum of money due to hiife, with which 
lie would secure a passage to the West 
Indies, where he would endeavour 
procure azi appointment—and that the 

» most 
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most portable articles in plate must be 
j>acked, to secure them from immedi¬ 
ate want. 

.. ** And jivhat is \o become of me and 
©f your child ?” * 

“ Oh! you have friends wh© will take 
care of yoif till-1 get into employment, 
and then I shall send for you to come^ to 
me, should I be enabled to survive the 
effects of the 


** And when do you go to town ?’* 

” Immediately; if the plate is not se¬ 
cured, it may be taken from us.” Say* 
ing this, he quitted the room. 


Kvery sense seemed nov lost in that 
Off astonishment. /Hiat any man could‘ 
contemplate the ruin he had caused withr 
the indifference Ueverly display^^f, 
more wonderful than even thedire change 
which had occasioned am opportunity 
the observation, on the point too of 
quitting her and the child perhaps for 
ever. Her heart, formed for the social 
• V 5 Virtues 
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virtues and finer affections of our nature, 
could not analyse the causes productive 
of such apathy, and she almost feared a 
stupor, approaching to insanity, had pro¬ 
duced effects which she could not but de¬ 
plore, though suffering herself under op¬ 
posite impressions. FeeHng thus, she 
«aiild not justify herself in suffering him 
to undertake such a joiuney alone ; she 
would accompany him to London; but 
her child! How could she quit it ?— 
how lose the consolation its iimocent 
<;miles would convey ? To take it with 
her was impossible; she could not risk 
its health, and subject it to the inconve¬ 
niences attendant on such a journey; 
and this was no time/or hesitation; she 
must decide immediately. The sacrifice 
should be completed; her duty sliould 
alone direct her—her own feelings were 
entirely set aside; she must not indulge 
tliein; shemust rather strive to strengthen 
her mind» to steel it against any further 
claims on her fortitude. She wught her 

husband 
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husband—she explained to him her in¬ 
tentions—^his heart was softened—Eli- 
'\»beth, I have not deserved thisbut 
immediately relafAing into his own cha¬ 
racter, proceeded to*tcll her, that as it 
was necessary for him to be off immedi¬ 
ately, she diad better, early on the fol¬ 
lowing morning, join liim at the next 
post-town, and from thence proceed in 
thi^ mail. 

We will pass over the feelings which 
in turn warred iii tlie bosom of Eliza¬ 
beth, as she viewed her child, wrapped in 
the afms of sleep, as hertnemory hurried 
over the events of the last four-and- 
tw^enty hours, and.pauscd on the dismal 
prospect before her; and seating her in 
the mail, leave her to th^indulgence of 
her thoughts, uninterrupted by her com¬ 
panions, except an old quaker, who bu- 
«ed himself in making every arrangc- 
bient for her comfort in his power; the 
other passengers were a girl of about six- 
, * I* 6 . teen, 



EDUCATION. 


108 

teen, apparently entrusted to Iiis 'a 
and ar. old lady, deaf* and dumb. 


The sweetness of Elizabetli^s disposi; 
tion led her, though absorbed in her sor> 
row, to make suitable acknowledge* 
ments for his friendly attentions; and if 
hcT person no longer boasted that ani* 
mated bloom of health and happiness 
which the beginning of this tale describ* 
ed as so captivating,' her sunken,, yet 
stilbintelligent eye, her pallid cheek, and 
the fragile delicacy of her slender form, 
possessed claims on the bosom of sensibi* 
lity or benevolence, not easily resisted. 
The qnaker confessed its influence, and 
seeking to draw her from the indulgence 
of her melancholy, reklted several stories, 
exhibiting traits of the sect to which he 
belonged. Having thus succeeded in 
drawing her attention, he next proceed¬ 
ed to speak of the peculiar tenets w hich 
characterized the friends. It wras just 
such a ch<'ffacter ns was most likely to 

' draw 
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draw Elizabeth from the contemplution 
of her sorrow; but a tear, called forth by 
'"liM infant the age of her Fninces Matilda, 
was more soothing^o her heart than even 
the consolatory voice^f kindness, and its 
tones were assumed by her t;pmpainiori, 
though bi^accents were not modelled to 
words profes^g consolation. 

“ Thee seemest to love that child—art 
thoifca mother?”* 

“ I have one the size of this, and the 
laughing archness of its blue eyes resci^* 
bles the one you see.” 

“ >t must surely be p^icular business 
which called thee from a charge so seri¬ 
ous.” 

“ Be.assured a*pang so heavy as the 
one I felt at parting froip it would not 
have been lightly encountered.” 

“ Perhaps thou hast lost some friend?” 

% 

Her silence gave a check to^his curio- 
uty, but it was not extinguished: and 

* • when 
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M’hen tlicy stopped to take some refresli> 
mcnt, the appearance of the major, who 
was on the box with the coachman, 
to it iin added zest. "At any other time 
she would have been amused at the cha¬ 
racter thus exhibited; the harmless cu< 
riosity, sterling information^* fid-fad at¬ 
tention to trifles, and genuine kindness, 
forming a curious association. 


Having gathered that she was to make 
some stay in town, and had not yet pro- 
\ided lodgings, he offered his services 
and assistance in any way that might be 
useful, and at Che same time ga^ her 
his card, and told her he had a wife and 
daughter, to whom he would introduce 
her. 

\ 

With a presentiment of scenes of trial 
when her husband should have left her, 
Elizabeth felt this kindness thrill to her 
heart; it seemed to her as if Providence* 
had thus raised her up a friend to chear 

- .and 
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nnd 'sooth her in the hour of sorrow; 
and though her reason could not saiic- 
tiT)n the feelings she now cherislied, her 
bosom gjpwed with them; and when 
her aching bead rested on her pillow, 
after breathing her thanks to »the Giver 


of all goodf they hovered round her pil¬ 
low, and-gave to her wearied eyelids re¬ 
pose, and a temporary tranquillity to her 


frame. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTEJl VIII. 

« 

TIjU U thf slate of mao—to-Ha; be furih 
The tender lenfeaof hope; to-morrov* hloasamsi 

fe 

And bean his blubliing honours thick upun him ; 
Tiie third day comes a frost. S>iAa^pa*Bs> 


Ch happy state ! resembling death, 

Why is your balmy stupor flown ? 

Oh, why n'storo a wretch's breach ^ 

For I can only live to mourn. The TJournrf. 


Association of Ideas the grand Source of Plea¬ 
sure — OJfie^rs of Justice—A Prison. 


She arose at what would have been call¬ 
ed at Elmwell a very late hour, but at 
the hotel where they had passed the, 
night, it was' deemed unfasliibnably 
early. 


Elizabeth had never visited London; 

•and 
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and fliepeealiar frame of mind with whiuii 
ftlie now enojuntered its wonders, cer- 
^ jUiinly did not contribute to raise lier ad¬ 
miration, Whether it was this, or whe¬ 
ther it was that her lively imaginatioiK 
sketching the picture, added charms 
which reality could not sanctiph, I know 
not, but ceii^fy feelings dislike, 
amounting to disgust,, attended her I’esi- 
dence there. 

As their object was concealment, thcj' 
took lodgings in the neighbourhood of 
Finsbury'Square: as it was impossible 
announce to any of thwr^friends in town 
their arrival, they expected to find some 
diflfieulty in settling thomselvcs; but 
having paid tlie we^k, for which they se¬ 
cured theii’ rooms, in advance, they Avero 
put in quiet possession of flieni. 

c 

Fli/uheth now began to think the 
^me veiy long since she had heard from 
her faithful Bertram, in who^e charge 

she 
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she had left the child, and therefore beg*' 
ged the major would inquire at the house 
where the letters were left, and yae-' 
made easy by an accpunt of her darling’s 
health and spiritSr 

Bertrabn proceeded to.state that they 
had scarcely quitted home, ere an exe¬ 
cution was entered; she had, however^ 
succeeded m securing her and the child's 
clothes. From the major she also learn¬ 
ed that there were one or two write out 
against him. 

Deeply alarmed at this intel1,igencer 
Elizabeth entreated him not to venture 
out of the house. But be w'as deaf to 
her entreaties; and her fears made her 
his constant companion in his ranibles,. 
and she started if any one crossed the« 

street suddenly. 

$ 

✓ 

Elizabeth found in her landlady that 
sort of fawning obsequiousness, more 

hateful 
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hatef^ than any thing to a truly noble* 
mind. As she had brought no servant 
.with her, it liad been stipulated that the 
landlady, whose i^me Wes' Williams, 
should find attendance. On the pretext 
of otiier engagements for her servant, she 
frequently pushed herselfinto h@r lodger's 
iq>artment8.* 

On tlie Sunday morning, after liaving 
rtmoved the breakfast equipage, she 
made a great bustle in sweeping the 
iiearth, &c.; and, after many unsuccess- 
ful efforts to introduce a conversation, shT* 
said, ** Xhe catholic chapel is very near 
us, m^am; and, if you wish it, either 
Sally or I will shew you the way.” 

** I have never indeed been pi'esent at 
their ceremonies, and at any other time 
might perhaps have been afnused.” 

“ Never at the chapeU* are you not 
then a papish ?” ,• 

• A papist! oh no! How came such 
a supposition across your brain 

. • ‘*Wh}-. 
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Why, madam, *tis easy enougli tu 
)iee you are in disguise, and that my 
husband said. He says, says he, Handetr 
do you mind and pay attention to your 
lodgers, for they, is people' of con^* 
quenoc; and so, ma*am, I thought so 
too; an^ when you put on^ your beads 
and your veil, and when d found you al¬ 
ways so melancholy, 1 thought (oh, ma¬ 
dam, pardon my boldness!) that you cer¬ 
tainly were a nun, aitd were doing pe¬ 
nance for running away with the gentle¬ 
man who is with you; and, ma'am, Mr. 
Williams says he is sure you are very 
young.” 

KUzabeth «smiled at these surmises, 
and she gave her companion some credit 
as she made these observations. Her 
dress, indeed, seemed to favour the sup-,, 
position. She had selected, ^ travel¬ 
ling-dress, a black kerseymere gown and 
wrapping cloak; and as she saw no com¬ 
pany, site had consulted l>er own feelings 
• when 
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when.within, and her cloak was laid 
aside, WTapping herself in a dress mus- 
liu^yeil, which she felt concealed lier 
face and figure from observation; for 
thb melancholy, whicji now oppressed 
her made her shrink from tl)e world, 
and she would indeed, witli Ser child, 
have welcomed, a retreat auoli as that 
her liostess had hinted at To this dress 
she had mechanically added her jet 
beads and cross, which she usually wore 
at home, as the major admired the effect 
ou her figure, and her little Frances 
made them an amu^ment. 

Every hour now brought added grief 
to Elizabeth, tor every hour seemed to 
place the major farthCT from the appoint¬ 
ment he felt 80 sure would await his re- 
.^quest. Of the friends Ik had relied 
upon, some were out o{?*town; some 
were so engaged with business, they 
oould nqt see him; and i>thers had no 
interest. But the eold leseiVe of his 

character 
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character did not now desert him; hts re¬ 
sources were not extensive, but he had 
a perseverance in their ap|dication wb^h ' 
almost promised to ensure success. 

Elizabeth had one evening been vain¬ 
ly endeavouring to persu^e him to 
change his lodgings, and he retired to 
bed almost dis^eased with the vehe¬ 
mence shehad displayed in support of 
her advice. She had,*hoWev^, reeled 
a letter fi*om Bath ; her child was well 
and happy, and she sunk late into a re¬ 
pose, which was so sound, that it en¬ 
croached on tlidr breakfast-hour. Their 
apartments (they had but two) were on 
the fii*st ftoor; the sleeping-room, 
through the sittin^-rooih; and their 
bed standing near the door wllich com¬ 
municated with the latter, she '%as* 
awakened by" strange voi6es m iJrf' ad¬ 
joining room, which were followed by a 
thundering at the door, and a" demawfl 
for admitt^ce. 


1 


Tlie 
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Ths major, starting up, demanded to 
know T'ho was there ? and was answer- 
''edby the landlady through the keyhole, 
desiring madam not to be frightened— 
it was onl;^ a little imt against iMr. Be¬ 
verly, for twenty or thirty pounds. 

** Oh! what is to be done ?” cried 
lilUzabeth, ia that bewildered tone which 
^ves to reality the semblance of fiction, 
and sl^js almost persuaded herself her fears 
liad conjured up a frightful dream to an- 
jioy her. . 

Before the major coidd answer her, 
another demand was made for admit- 
^Ipnce. * 

You win, wait till I ^ di’essed, 
.;wh^ I will ^in you—you. cannot come 

s 

into my wife’s sleepin^-roofii.” 

**SamnaH that! *tisyott|we want; so 
open the«door« -or^we shall ^ compelled 
to force it” 


Force 
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“ Force it at your perii,” cried tlie ma¬ 
jor. 

The words were ro sooner out of his 
mouth than the door was indeed forced, 
and tliree men rushed in, the foremost 
with his drawn aword 

Elizabeth stretched her airms to her 
husband, and, ^ving a loud sluiek, sunk 
senseless on the pillow. Heilew ^o her, 
and, amid the curses of the men nt hav<. 
ing kept them waiting, succeeded in re¬ 
storing animation to her. 

But lie felt almost sony that she was 
restored to reflection, so poignant yas 
the expression of grief and despair writ¬ 
ten on her ^untenance, as she viewed 
the group surrounding her, and heard*' 
their threats if* the major did net imme- 
diately accompany tlien^-** Oh, take me 
with you!—Do but take me with you! 
-—Oil! tell them I am among strangers 

—and 
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•—md what can I do alcme ?—Praf 

4 

take me with you !’* and she grasped his 
hmid with a vehemence which rendered 
it difficult to unloose it; and when they 
hftd brok^ her grasip, with the quick* 
ness of lightning she clasped her hand# 
so firmly round liis neck, that, in un> 
loosing lier Lold, they tore tlie skin from 
the finger which touched her ring, 
while her shrieks echoed round the 
house; she was •in strong hysterics, 
which were continued till she was 
quite exhausted ; and then a stupor, 
sembling the effects of a large dose of 
laudaqpm, shut out from her the cares 
of the world. But, alas! she recovered 
to them too soon, though, ibr a few mi* 
nutes, memory refbsed her aid to dissi¬ 
pate the confused vague sense of mise¬ 
ry; amounting to horror, which pressed 
on her heart; but tlw dread^l scene she 
had sustained catrje across brain, 
wjth eveiy attendant circumstance, wiUi 
VOL. II. a dleamess 
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ft dlearne^ which convinced hw It waft 
a dreadful reality she dreaded. 

» 

Pier landlady soon e^ppeared, and 
pressed her to take some r^mbtneBt 
8 he desi^ to have some tea, and 
ged her assistance to reach the 80& in 
the next room. She was vexed at 
•the little fortitude she had displayed; 
the state of suspense she was yet in was 
torture—her husband was in the bands 
of bailiffs. She would go immediately 
^to his attorney*—perhaps he might de> 
tect an error in the writ. The thought 
gave her strength; and calling p hack- 
«&y.ooach,she soughttlie manoflaw,who 
promised to' search out the major, and 
attend her asaoon ^ he had found him. 

V 

Somewhat easier in her mind, 
turned to her lodgings; but the idea^of 
passing the night here was dreadful 
to her; a thousand fears weit> oonjuDsd 

up 
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by her imagmatian to torment her. 
The master of the house she had never 
seen; its mistress was that sort of cha* 

raetiera gmrous mlhd^finds it «o difficult 

• 

tb-toierafte; every apexes of low flattery 
anA eunniiig, united to an insatiahfe cu¬ 
riosity, were conjoined in her person. 
But there seeh\ed no alternative; she 
must not give way to unnecessary grie¬ 
vances—the real evils of life were sur¬ 
rounding her—shd must se^ support 
in herself—she must exert that reason 
which was given her for her assistance* 
and guide. 

About five Mr. Bevil the attorney 
csOed, and pr^>OBed escorting herto the 
^mnging 4 iouse, where her husband had 
been earned. It was but i short dis¬ 
tance, and idle therefore agreed to accept 
h!s protectiem, and proceed^ on foot to 
the place. She was sliewn kito a little, 
dirty roonht where she found’' the major. 
For some time she wept without speak- 

a 9 ing. 
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ing, but summoning all her fortitilde, 
she listened to his plans, which were, on 
tlie following day, to proceed to the ^ty 
jail, whither he desired his wife to j(Hn 
him for two or three days, when she 
might proceed to the country, and to her. 
child. 

Mr. Bevil had suggested a removal 
to tlie King*8 Bench, but as he was ap¬ 
prehensive of detainers, he thought his 
present residence less likely to be disco¬ 
vered. 

Elizabeth r^imed to her disconsolate 

\ 

habitalion, but sleep had fled her pillow, 
and she arose in the morning feverish 
and unrefreshed, and impatiently await¬ 
ed the letter which was to summon her 
to share wit!) her husband-^ prispnr 
Having busied herself in packii% linen, 
&c. for the major, she was ready to obey 
his mandate, which the hast^* note she 
read contained. . It inarmed her he was 

' then 
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ihen going to the prison, and desired her 
to join him immediately. Having dis. 
charged her lodgings, which the landlady 
had been careful to apprise her were en> 


gaged, a/H would be entered upon im» 
mediately, and packing her luggage 
into a hackney>coach, she foudd herself 
at tbedoorof(^o. 9, Giltspur-street ; but 
no porter av\^ited her entrance. She 
proceeded along a dirty passage; and en>> 
tering a stone r90in, inquired for Mr.- 
Beveriy. 


The man, having scarcely looked ^ 
her, ^inted 

iron grating, and laconically said 
“ That’s the way.” 


to a heavy door, with an 


Having demanded admission, after 
some little delay, she fouiib herself in a 
large paved court, up and down which se* 
veral men were walking, andabroken con> 
yersation, intermingled with curses and 
bursts of laughter, met her ears. ShucU 

^ o S dering 
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'Bering' at the spcetBcle beftae her; «he 
turned to the man. who had opened the 
eate, and uttmd har hnahand^a mme. 
'Hecarelesaly «iid^**pb, the last comer/ 
and ^ected her to a flight of storie 
stairs, while one ^ the no^ group, hav¬ 
ing OR a velvet cap, crowned with a goU 
tassel, advanced, and with 'an imperti¬ 
nent freedom offered hia services. She 
turned from him without speaking; and 
mounting the stairs, allied to the door 
to which she had been directed for ad¬ 
mission. It was opened by a man, hav¬ 
ing in his person every appearance of 
squalid wretch^ness. He desir^ her 
to walk in; and as site stepped forwiud 
for that purpDse, she found herself in a 
spacious room, almost filled with men, 
bearing in their appearance strong traits 
of guilt and poverty. Starting &om the 
notice she hadjdrawn on liersel^ ^he^it 
caped through the door, whife one 
men cried out —' Oh, eomff^n; we ar(^ 
not felons—only poor debtors.” Hiv¬ 
ing 
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hig. now slipped a shilling into the hand 
of him who bad opened the door to her« 
fthe begged to be conducted to Mr. Be¬ 
verly. He Biadejfche necessary inqui¬ 
ries, and %he followed him to a room in 
a different part of the prison, where 
die found him employed in \^ting to 
his attorney. ^ jHe proceeded to tell her, 
that the prisoiNwas now so full, that it 
was impossible to secure a room to him¬ 
self; of course, tha} it could afford her no 
accommodation—that shemust therefore 
immediately retuns to Bath: and hav¬ 
ing proceeded to the £xeter coach-offk^, 
was informed that ev^ inside place 
was aigaged. 

Wliat could &hp' do ? To return to 
her lodgings was impossible; and stran¬ 
ger as she was in London, where should 
she Hnd a shelter even for the night ? yet 
her delicacy had always revolted frenn 
^untin^ ev^ the dickey; of a private 
carriage^ how then should slie support 

^ c 4 the 
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the fatigue and terror which a sert. oh 

the box of a mail must produce ? But 

there was no time for deliberation; the 

# 

clerk was waiting her answer; he saw 
her distress, and said—“ There are three 
gentlemen and one lady in the coach; 
perhaps fliey may be induced to admit a 
fifth; at any rate, I wlU„make the ef¬ 
fort” She thanked hitfi for his consi¬ 
deration, and paying lier fare, returned 
to her husband. , 

Having, in her absence, secured a 
room from one of the turnkeys, he pro¬ 
cured fin* her sq>me tea, which, after par¬ 
taking, she proceeded to the coachloffice^ 
and found that the derk had made good 
bis promise, and had secured the consent 
of the gentlemen for her admission into 
the coach ; but the lady would no^^b- 
mit to the inconvenience; sha was there¬ 
fore compelled to mount the box; but 
the coachman, as he assisted her to as- 

T • a ^ 

cend in 'a rough way, assured her she 

need 
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«.« Yv»,\ k that he would talr«» 

•P^^ur^ atT 

t'l^^ure-at the inhumaaitv of ♦>.« i* 
he had 
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CHAPTER IX. 

% 


Or wkci^fbre trace iroia what eliglit cauM 
la lource OBC tjmnt pessioo drews,' 

Till miutterine all within ? ^ 

Where lires tlie man that has not tried, 

How mirth can into foUj glide. 

And fully into ein ? Hridal of 

following our heroine through the 
many changes with Which the period of 
her life we have been detailing wwi che¬ 
quered, we have quite lost sight of those 
personages, with whom, though closely 
united, the events we^have been detdl- 
ing had little reference *, and drst^ as We 
have been tracing in her pwon the mi- ^ 
series attendant on a fatal iMulgcsice of 
the passions, or, rather, the folly of Al¬ 
lowing the first impulses of feflin^ inr 
stead of listening to the dictates of rea- 



EBirCATION. 


ISl 

soar, we would now call the attention 
our readers to the female, scarcely 
c^ual in those intellectual and personal 
qualifications which were in Elizabeth 
the souAe of so ziiqpb admiration; yet, 
by the advantages early ** Education,** 
were placed so- much more advantage^ 
eualy for ap^cation, that they became 
sources of haziness and honour. 

We left Mat^da Darnley sufifeiing 
acutely under an act of imprudence, 
which her youth and ignorance of the 
world would pei^ps have excused, or at 
feast^heve mitigHted tg a venial errors 
Not so her own refieotions; in dwelling 
en what had so- neaify proved the ter¬ 
mination of an aoqnaintanoe from which 
she had once auguredso nujeh happUKss, 
Ae was led sevesely to- condemn what 
eouldr to an unprcjudice^^md, scarcely 
have been deemed an act of coque¬ 
try. cash,, ungovenlable passion, 

which had led Aukland to an attempt 

« G 6 , whicl* 
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which had so nearly completed his eter¬ 
nal ruin, at once weaned her heart frcHU 
his influence; but in thus extirpating 
her love, every principle or affection 
upon which love is founded, a{fpeared t6 
have received a shock which no time 
could rectify, no circumstance replace; 
and she seemed to consider it a r^bt 
her conscience must demand to sub¬ 
mit to the self-indicted penance of never 
more indulging a tenderness more ani¬ 
mated than friendship for any human 
being; her affections, misguided as they 
been, should never again have the 
power of misleading her judgment, but 
should all be directed to the adoration of 
that Being, through whose infinite mer¬ 
cy she had been saved the hteror. oi 
knowing hc^lf the cause of Iteidde; 
and though lus mandates should be so 
equally diffused among the mass of her 
fellow-crcatiu^s, tbai their gener^ 
should be estimated, not her indivi¬ 
dual happiness; and it was not suffici¬ 
ent 
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cnt .that she should so far overcome her 
feelings to appear cheerful—that she 
oply owed to society; she must also he^ 
come so—that shet)wed to Heaven. She 
<vould not endeavour to erase from her 
mind the recollection what^had pass* 
ed; those ^scenes only which might 
enervate her jnind should be forgotten 
^those mom^ts which love and oonfr* 
denoe winged with delight, they must 
be abandoned; bat the reflections which 
followed a discovery of the want of re¬ 
flection, of religion in her lover, must ^ 
brought to her view. 


Having given up all idea of forming 
a union, which m^t, by calling her 
attentions to a frunily, have given occu¬ 
pation to her time and thoughts, she 
felt that to be a useless member of so* 
<aety, without any pursuil leading to a 
determinate purpose, would be degrad¬ 
ing herself, like the unp]x£tal)le *' ser¬ 
vant,” 
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vaiit,” who buried the talent entn^sted 
to him. 

Having no fortune to devote to pur¬ 
poses of benevolense—BO rank- to sup- ’ 
port, she. detennixKd to enter into some 
respectable fatmlyv where, by superin¬ 
tending the educatioi> o§ the younger 
branches, might es^ntially benefit 
society, and aid the views of Heaven. 

b 

I 

Amongst the friends who occasionally 
^^ded to the family dsele at Mr.- Levi- 
son’s, was sir Edward Euston—a hus¬ 
band and a father. In him were united 
the maanen of dhe most polished gen¬ 
tleman, with that rimpheity of heart,, 
and singleness of diameter, for which the 
gospel furnishes sucha beautifiil model; 
every action was iht ef^iring 
found mossfify, goven^ 1^. dte tost 
lively faith. Seduced by the y^th^ 
beauty», and imiocenee tii .lua wife, 

he 
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he had taken her from the bosom of 
obscurily, to share his heart and elc- 
va^d situation in society. Her temper, 
amiable and gentle, assimilated with 
the habit^of those with whom she asso¬ 
ciated ; and having no very corre^ idea of 
the precepts^of religion, and no very de¬ 
finite opinion vf the rules of morality, 
had bent sulnnidtive to the mandates of 
the tofit and entered with avidity into 
ev^ circle where pleasure hcdds her 
court, unchecked by prudence, and al¬ 
most unheedii^ the rules of propriet;i^ 
By degrees her husband was slighted, 
her th];ce sweet girls neglected, and her 
domestic duties forgotten or disregarded. 


« 

All that a &ther*couId d^ was done 
by * sir Edward ior his children ; but 
he ha(|^ other claims on his time^ and to 
contign them in these hoonf lo sovanta, 
would have rendered hia attentions cfC 
blit little Avail; but to resign them en¬ 
tirely into the hands of a female, and to 

s a female 
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a femaJe educated for the purpose .ef ac- 
eoni']fii8king\iet pupils—the thought was 
inghtful. But how could he, who went 
tittle into society, select a wom^ titled 
for the important office? I^k Edward 
still 1 ‘et^ed some pow» ever his capri¬ 
cious lady; for her allowance of pin*> 
money was not large; and though sub¬ 
dued by the prevalence of fashion, her 
Tuatemal tenderness was not lost, and 
her gratitude was almost equal to that 
of sir Edward, when Miss l^amley offer- 
^ to superintend the education of the 
children. 



Damley, lady Euston, by degrees, be¬ 
came assimilated wkh her in the duties 


of her situation; and sir Edward became 


ag^ convinced that his lady did indeed 
possess a hdtat and a mind—a heart sus- 


eeptilde of all the milder and more deli¬ 


cate feelings of our n^ure—^ mind un¬ 
stored indeed, but not unfitted for the 


( acquisition 
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acquisition of the useful and elegant ac* 
quirem^ts. 

• / 

These important discoveries were not 
made in ^single gLan^, and their frui¬ 
tion must be tlic work of time; and hud 
not Miss Damley possessed tiie acutest 
penetration 8n4 most unwearied perse¬ 
verance, the secret had never been deve¬ 
loped, or the development had been fok 
iowed by no benef^pial effects. By the 
most Judicious associations she drew 
lady .Kuston to love the duties she had 
before resolved to fulfil; and to be fittS 
for the fulfilment she had^uch to learn, 
and something to unlearn. But Miss 
Damley would not leave her purpose in¬ 
complete; she laid a'foundation for the 
cdircation of tlie children; ^e assisted 
the mother. Her employments, how¬ 
ever, did not prevent her discovering she 
could still appreciate worth sui&ciently to 
think of uniting her fate in the most in¬ 
dissoluble bonds with one who 'sought 

^ her 



EBUCATlCnr. 


158 

her love. It is truCj it was not exactly 
the sentiment she iiad once, known 
■which now subdued her heart, but it • 
was yet sufficiently powerful to have 
enabled her to relinquish bii^li, fortune, 
splendour, every thing but her virtue 
and her God, for the man her reason ap« 
proved. It would have«been delightful 
to trace the gradation of feeling her bO' 
som knew—the doubts and fears, the * 
uncertainties and djlstresses, whicli by 
turns douded her judgment, and op* 
pressed her heart, as this attachment 
gained strength. But my present view^ 
is to warn tjie inexperienced, not to 
offier a model for tbeir imitation. I will 
therefore merely state the effects flowing 
from a right cause of feeling, and leave 
my reader^ to trace the associations by 
which they were preserved. 


This was the situation' of Matilda 
Darnley when her early friemj Elizabeth 
Beverly quitted London on tlie box of 

. tlic 
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tiiD fuail-coach, wbo having; from the 
distractmg oircunistaiaces of the last three 
• months, neglected to answer the letters 
of her friend, and her fiiend bnried in 
during and amendijig the hearts of 
others, and of examining and question¬ 
ing her own, the new attachment it 
was forming, and in the belief that Mrs. 
Beverly was so delightfoUy employed in 
‘ the duties of her nursery and her domea- 
tic arrangements, a# to regret the time 
spent from them, had not prwed the 
correspondence, particularly ns she was 
Jn no haste to communicate the recent 
changeJn her sentiments.* 


Had they been made known to Eli¬ 
zabeth just at this time, they w'ould per¬ 
haps have inflicted an additio«al pang to 
her bosom, for in the gentleman wljo 
possessed sufficient attractions to draw 
her from her resolution of remahiing un¬ 
married, she would have recognised her 
romantic ball lover, Mr. Betham; and in 

lady 
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lady Euston, the slater whom hi^ ttfFec> 
tion had exalted almost to an ,equalUy 
with the celestial inhabitants ot* heaven,' 
and she was the most amiable, the most 
interesting, and ipost beloved of sisters^ 
till a winter in London, followed by 
the men and envied by the women, act¬ 
ing upon a mind, captivating from its 
softness rather than its strength, seduced 
her into that line of conduct from which 
the friendly assiduities c£ Miss Darn- 
ley recalled her. 


CHAP- 
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chapti<:r X. 


When lovely womfto stoops to 

And'^K^j-loo late, tltat men betruy* 

• ♦ • 

Wbat clmAn can i>o<>Ui her luetanchuiy ? 

r < ^ 

WLat tear4*cun tviish her nnit^ ? 

GoLUS&llTl. 


Her guilty iuve^tsaU confess'd-' 

o 

SlA £obiac£ Okst. 

The Seducer and the Seduced. 

\ 

The beautiful Frances li^s interfered so 
little with the business of the tale we 
have been relating, that we almost feat* 
our readers have lost 'the interest her ap¬ 
pearance might be supposed to create; 
but as we shall again, in the hour of tiial, 
make her the oompanioij of EUzabetli, 
wj will refer our rtad* rs to the time oi' 
her father’s death, which made her an 
inraute at Mrs. Linley’s—the frotv^h- 

of 
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of her sister Luanda, now the dashing 
wife of a country squire, aiming at lio- 
loriety, and Idushing at the vulgarisms ’ 
of her husband. 

$ 

A situation more uncongenial to her 
wislies, or more unfitted for her welfare, 
could scarcely have been^magined. De¬ 
prived of the sister she loved, and whose 
protection, whose counsel seemed neces¬ 
sary for her guidance, as the trouble of 
thinking for herself was too great an ex¬ 
ertion, she threw herself unconsciously 
upon the judgment of her present pro-- 
tectors. She laughed with Mr. Linlcy, 
w’ho loved her as a sister; she bowed to 
Mrs. Linley’s whims, who imagined her 
fortune gave her a right to be capricious: 
but to her mind, delicately formed, and 
rendered imbecile by indulgence, the 
coarseness of the one, and arrogance of 
the other, were almost insupjiortablc. 

• e 

Copifiin Aukland (for since the death 
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<jf ills, mother he had purclmsed into a 
regimei^ ordered abroad, but whose or- 
" derswer^countCTmanded) wasagaininthe 
neighbourhood, anch^adly availed him¬ 
self of the Twspitaiity of Wr. Linley to be¬ 
come his frequent guest. But though not 
tile Aukland she had once known, his so¬ 
ciety was a bah^a to the mind of Frances, 
ibr she could speak to lum of Eimwell, 
of her sister, of the little wilderness; 
nor was the tltem^ less pleasing to her 
auditor; for though deprived of hope, 
his heart yet lingered over the recollec- 
^tion of the scenes of happiness in which 
he once partook; and iq referring to 
what he was, the ductile mind of Fran* 
ces forgot w'hat he is *-> a gainester, a 
wine-lnbber, and a»&bertine. To lose 
the remembrance of the hour^hich seal* 
ed his dismissal from Uie heart of Ha* 
tilda, he had madly rushed into every 
species of vice to lose the degrading re* 
collection, .but in vain; it haunted him 


f 
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in bis gayest moments; yet he shmiJc 
&om the warning. 

Who could not perceive that the 
beauty of the artless girl would capti* 
vate the sensualist? and who could not 

i 

anticipate that the arts of the libertine 
would eventually ensnere one so un¬ 
guarded? But who could have sup¬ 
posed, who could have foreseen, that his 
influence could persuade her to conceal 
her partiality from, all her fnends-—could 
influence her to reject the home Eliza¬ 
beth had provided for her, because, the. 
well-known habits of captain Aukland 
had exduded him from the society there 
assembled ? 

EJiaabeth, while she moirnied her sis- 
ter^s estraiigementt sunnised not tlie 
cause; nor, in, musing aver the catalogue 
of ills awaking her, imagined that the 
one moat distresdng would be prepaj^ed 

by 
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by tbe band slid loved so weH—:by liei* 
whom fsbc had cberi^cd H'ilji 

nii^emal Jove-—ifrojoa w;hoio r^e .bad n«' 
ver kept ^t^Giugbt eqneeaied- so it 
aA'as. 


* 

Ulnftcqoamted -with tflie nature of by- 
iitiicss, poor Eliiabcth was almost Sieart- 
broken, on her airival at Buih, to fmd beyr 
cliild^ with its nurse, had, in hcrabsene^ 
been dbiiged to the home slie bad 
looked to for at least a fow days’ repns^ 
and.were now with her atteiKlant’s inothgf. 
Here lilUxabeth sought them ; and while 
elasping her sweet girl io her tHMsoni, 
ibimd a relief idle -hud kuig sought. Klie 
wept, and iiailed Uie mneii as a solace to 
a wounded mind t but her sensitive 
hejirt had suffered too keenly'not to af¬ 


fect a fr«une rendered delicate by eon- 
tingcncies; long had shh stisggled 


against tlie pressure of mis^i^^e^ier 
mind had.bome up against itsli^ueBoe ; 
but now that her exertions w^e no lpn> 
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ger necessary-i-now that she had no op¬ 
portunity of being useful^—that^she had 
no immedhite call on her fortitude,, na¬ 
ture prevailed, and -hard was^the strug¬ 
gle between, a good constitution and 
grief, put the ties which bound her to 
life were not all broken; could she leave 
her child destitute ? She prayed for life, 
she strove against death, and her life was 
granted to her prayer; but slowly did 
she recover, and dreary was the scene 
before her; no smiling faces now sur- 
is^nnded her pillow; her good, her dwind 
Bertram, was her only attendant—the, 
only friend who watched over h^T reco¬ 
very ; and her attachment seemed' to 
combine the affection of consangi^nity 
with the esteem of the friend, and ^pect 
for the mistress. 

a 

4 

When Elizabeth came lioine, she was 
housekeeper to the ma^; but as she 
conceived it became a duty in her to jiu- 
perintend her own domestic concerns, 

•« she 
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shb candidly informed her of it; she was 
a womm who had received a decent edu¬ 
cation, and was particularly unassuming 
and resp^f tful in her manners; Mrs. Be¬ 
verly, therefore, offered to keep her im¬ 
mediately a^ut her person, or •provide 
her a situat^n with a friend, similar to 
the one shehajj^hitherto filled. She was 
much attached to the major, and was 
ciiarmed with the sweetness of Eliza- 
betifs manner, and4iierefore, withouthe- 
sitation, accepted the former offer; and 
so far gained her mistress's confidence, 
•that, on the birth of her child, it was 
entrust to her care, and she bad nou¬ 
rished it with the tenderness of a mo¬ 
ther, 

Grateful for the kindness* and atten¬ 
tion she had received, she, with a con¬ 
stancy and firmness which would have 
done honour to a superior station, refus¬ 
ed many advaivtageous offers, uipfomily 
dcelai’iiig, that while Mrs. Beverly could 

H 2 keep 
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keep u sen'ant of any description, she 
would not <{uit her^ 

Elizabeth was n>&ny inileS/*from her 
friends—Hier natural Tdations. From 
lady Worthing she -expected at least a 
shew of civility, but had hitliorto met 
none. Of Mrs. Liiiley,, she scarcely 
thought; but from Frances, her belov ed 
Frances, slie expected some proof (rf'love; 
and mtmy were the tears she gave, to her 
neglect. At length a bundle of letters 
ituched her, which had lain some Mays 
at tlie post-office; some were from friends< 
she had made tiiice she married, contain- 
ing general expressions of condoleTice; 
others offers of scryicesj in general terms.; 
and others, less worldly in their fedings, 
expressed hn earnestness in her welfare 
trttly gratifying; but all seemM ign<v 
rant of her present abode. In the hand¬ 
writing she most particularly rccogniaed, 
was that of Matilda, hnploriug her, by 
-eveiy tie df^friendsliip, to inform her of 

her 
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her^ present ab€)de. The amiable Bea¬ 
trice top begged to be permitted to see 
her; and tlie good Mr. Damky request¬ 
ed, with aTi eaniectpess scarcely to be re« 
fitsed, that she would ^ve him her com¬ 
pany till some plan was estaUished for 
her permanent residence. One f!t>m lady 
Worthing, In j^x usual strain of senti-^ 
ment, proflfenhg, in general terms, the 
most romantic expresstons of affectionate 
interest; Imt no plan was mentioned 
whicli could conduce to the poor invalid’s 
comfort. Mrs. luinley wrote, without 
even this affectation of sympathy, to re¬ 
gret that the many los^s Mr. Linley 
had,already sustained by Beverly’s 

imprudence, entirely put it out of her 
power to assist her, * 

4 

I pass over the different feelings these 
'letters excited in the bosom of our he- 
roine, to state that she had jfbrined her 
resolution; as soon as she was ^ell enougli 
to travel, she would join hdr husband. 

^ H 3 She 
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She had already arranged her plans, jnid 
fixed the day for her departure, end was 
sitting, one fine afternoon, on an easy- 
diair, with her little Frances i^tilda in 
her arms, when a gentle tap at the door 
awakened her attention engrossed with 
her child; she called—“ Come in and 
scarcely had the words escaped her lips, 
when Frances, her sister Frances, enter¬ 
ed, haggard, pale, and in tears. She fiew 

to Elizabeth, and sunk at her feet. 

- ,« 

My dear girl T said Elizabeth, "pray 
be ©Dinposed.’*^ 

** Ob, Elizabeth ! sister * friend! pro- 
mise me one thing—say you will j[>ot 
hate me—say you will not throw me 
from you!” 

“ Throw you fivm me ' Oh, Frances!” 

“ Sister, if you would not^ y jfe me 
expire here, do not delay to give me 
your word,” • 

“ I will promise any thing ifyou wijj 
rise fronri that posture.” 
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•* yever till I have made vou tlie con- 
fusion.that now hovers on my Ups; yet 
how am I to Und words to declare to 
you m^^isgrace?—that instead of coin-, 
ing to comfort you, I am here to heap 
somiw on your head. My sister, do not 
look at me; the blushes that will crimson 
your face, the shame that will beam in 
your eye, will kiU me; but if you spurn 
me from you, 1 am an outcast from so¬ 
ciety. Mrs. Unley has disowned me, 
and fady Worthing refuses to see me.” 

Petrified by her manner, Elizaudtli, 
as she would have entreated her to re- 
.lieye*her suspense, found not words to 
express her anxious interest; but too 
soon she gathered from the poor, mis¬ 
guided girl, that she ivos about to hear, 
** unhusbanded, a mothers name.” 

Astonishment is a term too unmean¬ 
ing to express the complex sensations 
which ^tated the bosom of the hapless 

H 4 Elizabeth. 
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Efi’ScatjetK It was too t&flch for hci' 
weak fruioe to sirppevt; she eooM oirly 
pface he¥ child in safety by her sidc^ ere 
she Slink back skn^^ss. Sat -slie sirr- 
rriised not the tale of horror wiiich her 
siacer had to nnfolcl. 

t 

4 

We have before hinted that Aukland 
was pursuing a life of infdmy sard ruin. 
The willing slave to the sensibili^ of his 
nature, his passions soon gained the am* 
trol CA'cr his reaeon; his temper became 
higldy irritable—at times gloomy. . In 
rhotnents he fled from the bottle 
to the gafnxng-table; the one rained bis 
lieahb^ the other bis fortune; the re^-. 
tkms of the momuig were chased by the 
smilesof thebeauteotis Frances, wbosenm 
amstrafned l^e left lier a willing vic^a 
to the passion of her seducer. FroiwK 

a* 

to day he deferred making liis iiitentfon 
of manytng her known to her family, 
for each morning did he hope his everu 
ing’s fortune would brighten his vlewsL 

Alas* 
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Ala»s! fortune or villany rendered his iiopes 
abortive; he hod not another stake lett; 
hjscoihmission, the whole of his worldly 
property was now Hskc<l — his doom 
was fixed—he flew to his room—he 
penned a few hasty lines to Frances-^ 
told h er of his maddening propensity-^ 
thanked riea¥en her fortune was yet left 
-—placed a brace of pistols to his mouth 
—and was gone. 

t • 

I have thus condensed this narrative, 
for it is a common tale. I pass over the 
despair of Frances at receiving the in¬ 
telligence—itmaybe conceived. Natuie, 
•i...moulding her heart, had rendered it 
susceptible; but th^ more acute, the more 
powerful feelmgs*of human nature she 
knew not; she could not* comprehend 
them—a sort of morbid insensibility 
seemed to benumb hcr»fScu]tie.s, which 
she had just recovered when she soiiglit 
Jier sistar. 

11 5 


The 
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The character of Elizabeth lias indeed 

beeiibutlittleunderstood^if thereadercaii 

for one moment conceive that reoroach- 

cs, or sarcasms, or coldness, conl^ evince 

1 1 

l]cr sense of her sister's degradation ; she 

took the poor sufferer to her bosom—she 

tclt her dereliction fk>m virtue; but 

the dreadful catastrophe wl^ich had just 

occurred, by awakening in her heart the 

tear of shame, spoke also—loudly spoke 

of guilt; and Elizabeth read in the,eye, 

which once, with lovely confidence, met 

hers,, now bending beneath the glance so 

often courted, the drooping form, the 

heavy head, and> abstracted air, the ^ense 

she entertained <rf*ber fault; and her w- 

live mind had already arranged u plan 

to secure her from th^ shame wh«di|F'was 

* * . • 

so dreadful to a young aud 
heart. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. 

hy, f>.y : and she bath ofFered to the doom 
(Which uiirevefsed stands io effectoai force) 

A sea uf meUing pearl, wlucL sone call tears. 

SHAKXsreaRE. 


Fur there are sorrows 
Where^ of ueces^iiy, the soul must be 
Its own si^port. WjiLLEhSTEiii. 

Fet'itionsT 

Behold then the two hapless sisters on 
tbeir road to London-^behold them at 
the door of tiie prison; tltey arrive at 
Na 5, the room occupied by Mr. Be¬ 
verly—Elizabeth clinging to the door¬ 
post for support; and her - husband’s 
countenance, as he raised it from the pa¬ 
per on which he was writing, eKpressing 
, H t> astonishiiicnt. 
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astonishment, but no mark of pleasure ; 
and as lie advanced to take her 'hand, 
coldly said, he did not know he^. Her 
frame, indeed, wenkehed by ills^.^ss, and 
altered by the intermd struggles ofamind 
vainly endeavouring to assimilate itself 
to circumstances, bore but,faintly the 
appeatance of that vivacioiferbloom which 
was so beautiful when she met the major 
at the altar. 

% 

From a conversation which sticceeded 
th^repose and refreshment their jourbey 
demanded, she found he had now hopes 
to eflcct his eiiliancipation shortly^; and 
what course of life to engage in to* en¬ 
able him to supportrhis wife in tcdenible 
eomfbrtj was his ^oiiBidersition; and 
much did Fii^abeth lament that at her 
request he had, when they married,, 
thmwn itp the commission lie held in 

tile County tnilitiat 

% 

A lodging was taken for 

* Franco^, 
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Frances, by the name of Aukland; and 
the habit she wore confirmed what they 
wished should gain credence—that she 
was a v 'idow, was neat and conve¬ 
nient, containing two sleeping and n sit- 
ting-room, with tlie use of % kitchen. 
Elizabeth ^hsured the bed of her sister, 

s 

and Iier littL Frances Matilda reposed 
in tlic bosom of tlie valued Bertram, who 
had proffered her attendance on the 
lovely sisters. • 

!A fortniglit passed away,and Frauces 
iK^caiae the mother a beautiful boy. 
Bert’nm and Elizabeth shared the fa¬ 
tigue of attending her. It was settled, 
lliat as soon as hVa|ices was sufficiently 
recovered, tliey 'should change their 
lodgings, Frances resumd her name, 
and tb^ttlc Henry be consjgtied to liie 

I 

care of Elizabeth. Hor seclusion from 
her friends during the last few months 
rendcredthis plan apparently easy ; and 
as her son', he would spare liis inotl^r 

the 
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the shame his birth must othermse Siib- 
ject her to. 

^ N 

Beverly’s creditor now seemed much 
inclined to compromise the matter, and 
he was persuaded that the eloquent dis> 
tress of his wife would eflfect much for 
liim. He requested that, *ift seeking an 

interview, she would make the attempt. 

* 

Never had her duty met so severe a 
trial. He was one of those who had forced 
so unwarrantably into her bedroom bn 
the morning of her husband’s arrest; but 
then the reasons^ Mr. Beverly urged for 
the necessity of this step—^the low stkte ^ 
of their finances—the welfare of her 
child—the freedom of her husband—all 
occurred—“ Yes, I will go—^this is but 
another to the many sacrifices I have al- . 
ready made, ^y pride requires these 
humiliarions.*' And the sigli which con¬ 
cluded these reflections was stifled in tbe* 
embraces of her child. 

.Mr. 


I 
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Mr. Jabez Fletcher was a plain, un¬ 
lettered tradesman. Unacquainted with 
the eleg'xnces, and unaccustomed to the 
indulge, ces of life/ he scarcely compre> 
bended that any thing but wealth cpuld 
create distinctions in society. • Of the 

V 

feelings which aggravated to his distress¬ 
ed wife the cohfinement of her husband, 
he had no conception—she did not share 
the inconveniences of a prison, and there¬ 
fore hp deemed their pressure could not 
affect lier. He had lately, fiom the vil- 
lany of his connexion^ lost considerable 
sums of money—this drcumstance had 
engendered a suspicion tforeign to his 
cii«.::cter. He would have avoided meet¬ 
ing her; but not being au'are of her in¬ 
tention, she was in his pre&enoe ere her 
name announced her. 

In trembling accents sbe*dis(^osed the 
purport of her visit—she pausel-^ t^r, 
which could not be controlled .dioked 
her utterance. Again she proceeded to 

paint 
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paint her situation—the helplessness of 
her child. 

A drop of sympathy, which glistened 
in the eye of her auditor, raised her 
hopes; Jtmt he was invulnerable. Mr* 

4 I 

Beverly's conduct merited ^nishment 
r~he was advised to pers6w,^re in his suit 
—in &ct, it was in the hands oC his at« 
tomey—he must act—he was sorry to 
refuse Mrs. Beverly-*—every one^spoke 
well of her. He was sony for the 
m^ns resorted to when the arrest was 
made—he had no idea of fiiMiing them, 
yet in repose.* When he undprstood 

they were not risen, he entreatek^tiTe 

* 

bailiff to withdrayr his writ, but in 

vain. 

Klizabeth, &om the calm dete/mipa,- 
tion of his m^aaner,. found there were no 
hc^ea left, and d^pondingly withdrew. 

4 

t 

But in a few days .the man of law 

« liimscif 

• i 
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bims^ seemed disposed to settle the 
aj)d KlizabctH must again, become 
an agent for the benefit of her husband, 
A place of about four hundred a-year 
Wc»s become vacant On account of 


particular arrangements^ >t would not bo 
filled up immediately ; imd Mr. Overly 
fiuicied her edd firienA Frederick £>am> 
leyr might procure it for him. Fliza- 
beCb therefi^re wrote to Matilda, to re* 
quest that, through her, tbesr wishes 
niight^be communicated to her brother; 
and her sister b^ng quite recovered, she 
now again sought to change their abode. 


Tliey fttoeeeded to their wislies; and 
Miss Frances Beveriy» with Bertram 
and the two children, were already or^r 

rived at their new abode. 

% • 

ElufhbetU, who spent the greater part 

A \ 

of every day with her busband^was now 

there; and it was settled, that ejn bar re* 

0 * 

turn she should call and take sdme little 

articles 
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articles of comfort, which had been 
cd to their fumislied lodgings,. on her 
return. 

On alighting fiom her hire^ vehide^ 
she obs^ved a gentleman in the room 
-tl)ey had just vacated, and was moving 
towards the part of the J^oifse inhabited 
by her hostess, when a voice arrested 
her attention—turned—it was Fre- 
deiick Damley. 

He advanced towards her with the 
ele^noe, mixed with timidness, which 
was so natur^ to him, and bogged to 
have the pleasure of accompany 
home. She acknowledged hb attention, 
and he led her to th^ vehicle. 

4 

A 

Their ride was not long, and Hiej^ 
entered the lopm just as Frances had re¬ 
ceived a letter &om Bertram. The un¬ 
expected appearance of one^ who had 
known* her under different and fairer 

^ prospectsi, 
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prospects, gave to her cheek the roses 
her late confinement had chased. 

^ • \ 

Fred^^ick was as enthusiastic admirer 
of beauty. He had, .when he last saw 
Frances as a child, admire<l the ^autiful 
regularity of her features, and now, as 
he clasped \>oth her hands, and raised 
them to his lips, burst into a passionate 
exclamation on tlieir beauty; but ob¬ 
serving her confusjon, checked himselfj 
apolo^zed, as far as glances could en¬ 
treat forgiveness, for his presumption; 
and seating himself between the asters, 
addressed to Elizabeth a conversation 
r'^erring to the request his sister JMa- 
tllda had conveyed to him, with a gentle 
teproof that she had not allowed him 
the pleasure of personally r«c«ving her 
eoilhmands. 

Elizabeth expressed her seiise of his 
kjndness^.as she inquired if ^ere were 

any 
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aoy liopes of ot^wniBg iiie pla^ m 
question ? 


. Hec fcieiid kmented tbot not 

a pera(»^ acqnaiftfaacp with the nokle* 
man yr1g£> faad the diiposal ot" it; Init 
that be would iedt a gentkmaiv ebii- 


nected fwaily ties, jiritli wboizk be 
was intimate^ and would & himsetf the 


pleasure of communicatiK^ the result ot^ 


the following morning. 


He waa punctual to hia appoantment; 
and after the uoial complunenU had^ 
passed, he turqed to Elizabeth^ and said 
—I have placed your cause in a^Ui^ 
atioR where it emnot f»l of command¬ 
ing success. Captiun Prmce k, 1 be-'^ 
Here, well known to you.. By the sad¬ 
den death of a second cousin* who felL. 
in a duel, he is now the presumptive heir 
to the tide and estates of lord Chester, 
wlio lias dedared hk intention never {o 
marry.** 


, A bitter 
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.bitter cune across the bosom 
of Elizabeth—she could not forget her 
rejectioN of the hand of captain Prince; 
and iiulrpendent f>f tlos, he appeared 
to have too little delieacy of mind to 
render an obligation ^tnn thim pleasant; 
but she bad^ gone too &r fco recede; and, 
ever the vi^im of feeling, she now 
doubted if her present reflections were 
mot criminaL 

Ilecolleding tliat Bertram must be fa¬ 
tigued wHh both the children, slie was 
going to relieve her, when she entered the 
room, with the little He^iry in her arniSu 
would willingly have spared Frances 
the pang she was amvinced she must 
at this moment teci; but it was too late; 
^be therefore coolly took the bilant, and 
::eatiflg herself again on sofa, flxrced 
hcrseli' to join in tlie eemv^rs^ion. 

• Frodenc^ adnih-ed and offessed the 

child. 
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child, aiid Frances recovered her confu¬ 
sion. 


Frederick, in rising to go, grid that 
CAptain Prince much wished to have Sc- 
companjed him diis morning in his virit, 
but that he waited lier permisrion to pay 
his respects to her; if Ulizabeth would 
accord it, he would name tiie following 
morning for his visit. 


Elizabeth could not but accede to hi^ 
request, she sent to apprise her hus¬ 
band of her success. 


Captain Prince preceded Frederiok-et 
the appointed time^ and Elizabeth was 
delighted to perceive that his manners' 
retrined none of that freedom which Had 

so obtruded itself on recollecti<»i»> 

• # 

He was gentlemanly and respectful. 


^k>rrow and tears bad taken ititHn Eti- 

zabctli 
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, zabeth that freshness of beauty—tlie 
emanation of a mind unsubdued by care; 
** but ^he yet retained Uiat expression of 
counten i^oe wfaich^s the iin^ of a sen¬ 
sible %art In the evening, wlten the 
rosebud is drooping from the of 
' a iheiidian sun, we can fancy what was 
its attraction ir the morning, and anti¬ 
cipate its renewed loveUness when, care¬ 
fully watered, it may recover its sweets, 
und expand its leayes to fresh maturity. 

Capfrun Prince Iiad, in &ct, merited 
the ciiaracter which had prejudiced the 
mind of Elizabeth in his disfavour. His 
^^ofession encourages a laxity of morals, 
with regard to females, not to be known 
■yiirany other; and-Jic bad persuaded hipi- 
self no. principle need be applied to tiis 
conduct, but such as his own caprice 
dictated. Miss Bendish had become the 
object of his avowed ridkade, and his 
vivacity had impelled him to a scheme, 
which nothing could justify, of drawing 

her 
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her into a marriage with his (derk,ivlieR 
Kli/abeth’s appearance attracted hint 
from it. The tUae of spirits she 
liad assumed for the ball gov* her, in 
his eyes, additional charms; but sK>t- 
V'itlistondiug the liveliuess of manner, 
almost tinctured wlBi levity, which cdie 
displayed, there was about her enough 
of the dignity of virtue to awera hber- 
tine; and once or twice on this evening, 
its exiej'tion pi*evonted the freedom of 
manner and familiarity of address he 
fierally assumed. 

lie had feeling eiKHigh to underist^ul 
her sensibility, and sense enough^o v^ 
timate lier genius, but he did not wish 
to nuirrv, and had determined to con-- 
<]uer a piis^on so hastily formed, wheii 
he met her alone in the lane. He muct 
join h« to inquire how she bore the fa¬ 
tigue of the preceding evetiing—his ad¬ 
miration was ^ain elicited, and every 
prudent resolution forgotten. 


He 
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Tit ^’as soon after ordered away, and 
liopeletis of success, had ceased to love 
her, but had never,when accident iM'ought 
her to -emembrance, ceased to admire 
btr. The “ Pleasures of Hope” became 
Ills favourite poem; and hi vai{i he en- 
Ueuvoured to detach the iina^^s it pre¬ 
sented to bis n'UKl from her idea. 


He was a man of information. A 
good deal of tinier when on board, wa.s 
devoted to literary pursuits, .nnd when 

4 

on sdiore, bis attention was directed to 
those attainments v/hich blend the gen¬ 
tleman with the scholar. When his uncle 
"rmounced his intention of making him 
his heir, he threw up his command; and 
111 the delightful bustle of congratula- 
ti(jns, and the enjoyments t)f rndeiKm- 
dence, tlie last lingering remembrance 
of onr heroine had faded«away, and the 
pleasures of sense were courted, to the 
tptire exclusion of the enjoyiiiciits of 
llie mind, jiartakcu even to satiety. 


voi.. II. 


l.iiii.<;uid. 


1 
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Languid, listless, and uneasy, he had be- 
cuine the modem man of fushicsil Too 
indolent to become a leader, hc'^iarto^k 
of c^^ery vice, withoitt a taste foi any, 

i 

Thus* was he situated, when Frede¬ 
rick applied to him to secure the situa- 
tion ISIr. Beverly was dosirpus of filling. 
To give weight to his a])}>lication, he 
presented him the letter Elizabeth had 
written to Miss Dam^ey. Its style, its 
sentiments, bnmght the being who had 
touched his heart to his recollection; 
but it could not be her—she was niniiar-, 
ried. His friend cleared up tliQ seem¬ 
ing mystery; and he desired an intfo^ 
duction with an eaniestncss which asto¬ 
nished Frederick, who, with quickness,.. 
inquired if‘he had ever seen her sister ? 

He replied in the negative. . 

Then if ybu seek an Introduction, 

I would guard you against her beauty.” 

“ To* mere beauty, my friend, I am 
invulnerable—it is tbe soul-beaming ex- 

• pressi^n 
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pression whidi varies the rose on the 
clieek—the eye flashing with sentiment 
and genius, winch, possesses the charm 
fo * me.” 

Frederick was satisfied, for of £liza> 
Iieth's virtue he had no doubts. 


I 3 • 


CHAP- 



173 


EDUCATION 


fciTAPTEB, kll. 


'' ' ^ Lool^ on bounty 9 * 

And you st^lltre ^rii purchnftcd hj the ^right^ 

#• 

Which tlietein v*ork> a mirncle iti niitiiie, 

Making ibem lighted! that ^icar nioHof it. 

Sll VkLdFP^aC. 

> 

Ah ! why 6tb\yt my pretty line ^ 
ti 7 he eun i$ binkinc in the ocean, 

1 he clear green watcre Uowly ino\e, 

Tlic weary erphyn scarce ha\f nmtion : 

Soon, soon the gloomy shades uf irghc 
Wiliv^aiit tlioae e^eaof sr*.try ligiit» 

OUron^s 2f>\Uaiwn to Tiiania. 

u 

Elopement, 

4 

\ 

The major was liberated; and animated 
by the promise which he had gained 
from captain Prince, that if \his phft^e 
was engaged, another sliould be sought 

i 
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ior hiiri, now wished Elizabeth to enter 
a littlff into tlie amusements of the me< 
tropolU; but to this she steadily object* 
ed; fuiblic plncas now aiforded no 
iLniiSement for her. 

a 

' Frances occasionally accompanied Fre¬ 
derick for & ri je in tlie Park in his cur¬ 
ricle, and her health and spirits seemed 
benefited by the exercise. In feet, ill .ir 
mornings were generally engrossed by 
Darnley and his fiiend; Elizabeth was 
dissatisfied with this disposal of her time. 

Captain Prince professed himself her 
rincere and devoted IHend; his library 
was ransacked for works suited to her 
taste; (he finest finiits of his hot-house 
graced her table; and every delicacy 
which his uncle’s manor could afibtd 
was at her disposal. His tnaunelrwas 
usually consistent with thep^fessions he 
pnode; but at times, a lool^^an actidn, 
would fill her with alarm#; but then 

1 3 again 
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agtuii slie would bate herself fgr the sur* 

% 

picions shech^ifihed; besides^ hcr beaui^ 
ty was ail &ded, and her nunner so xn% 
tronly, it would not jpcdte an nqchasU? 
idea. She was mistaken. It was^ the 
delicate modesty her perscm and manner 
exliiblted which touohed the imagina¬ 
tion of the Hbertine-^it was i(he contrast 
she exhibited to his late assckdatcs which 
first awakened his passion; had she come 
ibrward eyen as he had before known 
her, she bad not been so dangerous as at 
this mosient; when ho dared not breathe 
liis passion lest he should be banished 
her presence for ever. He,darc 4 l not 
eyen attempt to undermine that VirtM£, 
he sought to overthrow, lest she diould 
detect the hypocrite i^id detest him ; he 
also feared (so inocmsistent is vice) that 
with the virtue which had so cluurmcd 
hiai, his passion would fall, and tlie most 
dreadful ideas followed this conjecture. 
He knew B^yerly's emharrasements^—he 
had discoveied hkn to be selfish and un> 

feeling 
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feeling—Jie fancied liim to be imbecile— 
be was acquainted with Beverly’s unfor- 
timatcw'i^dilcction for gaming—be drew 
him into play, and, at a favourable op> 
poffUnity, avowed Jiis passion for bis 
wife. The declaration arouse^ all that 
was manly in bis nature; be treated his 
perfidious frie^jd with the contempt be 
deserved ; Eut whenhe coolly reminded 
him of the debt he had incurred, of his 
fut\ire prospects ^ all depending on him 
wiicn be bid liim again open bis arms 
to ^eive liis lovely^ ill-treated wife in a 
jail, his anguish overcame him; he was 
for some moments inci^ablc of thought 
or jeficction. ” Hear me!” he cried. 
“ Beverly, you depend on .your wife’s 
honoui;; leave her 4 x) take care of it An 
appointment in India wait«ryour accept- 
<.ance; take it, and embark without see¬ 
ing your wife; give me^. letter that you 
appoint me her guardian in ynur ab- 
•^ence, and she shall fill he< established 

1 4 ' rank 
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iimk in society; she shall be shielflc^ 
from poverty and censure.” 

f 

He asked a week 'for consideration ; 
in the mean time, .the unsiispicio«^v5c- 
tiin of tjieir machinations was seenrin^ 
a little fund for future exigencies. She 
perceived their means, whic^ w'erc very 
limited, daily melting away, and applied 
to a Imuse to be employed in ornamen> 
tal paper works. She now chcrisl^ed in 
her bosom a melancholy which threatep^ 
ed to become habitual; and strange to 
say, in this new trait captain Prince, 
found a reason for hope; in the i;eserve 
of her manner he read the fears of a vir¬ 
tuous mind, lest should become the 
slave of a willing passion; and in her me- • 

that she had not ac¬ 
cepted the ofPer of his hand; w}i^||pe 
contrasted himself with her husband, be 
couM not fear his success—it was only 
when he contemplated the noble mind, 

the 


lancholy, th*!? regret 
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smimated virtue, and enthusiasm of 
duty^when he saw her absorbed in her 
ihatemal cares, t^at he almost despaired. 

A new source oTconcern and embar> 
• rassmentnow obtruded kself*on Eiizar 
beth. Th»attentions of Frederick Dam- 
ley towards her sister became so marked, 
that they could not be misunderstood-; 
she wished to warn him of bis danger; 
he could not, he fnust not, wed her ^ter, 
■‘^^ilty as she was; and yet how could 
she inform him of the circumstances 
which must bar a union with him? At 
length she summoned*resolution to ad- 
dr^sher sister on the subject; the hour 
when the curricle^ df -Mr. Damley stop¬ 
ped at the door was past, a^d he had not 
arrived. Tlie restlessness of manner 
eviifced by Frances was so marked, tliat 
Elizabeth gladly seized it to introdiiad 
the subject. She arose, and took her hand 
•—« My dearest Frances, notwithstand- 
ng the very little difference in our age, 

1*5 circumstances 




£2»TO4T10Xr. 


ITS 

ctrctQastaaoes lunr« ooeurred whic^ liaise 
^riven me tax uimeuid kiflueace iu y^our 
lie«rt>^to sfiecdoD'^ a sister* U iitis 
added a feeling of interest almost 
4ieniid. In giving 'you pain, tbar^re, 
you niu^ imagiaO: tbe.violeiice I do to 
-my own Msngs; but you aroa^^win a 
Mtuation of dangeiwFrelleri^ik Danilcy 
!. you aurmue wfaat 1 am going to 
9ity..*^are his heart tl)e pangs you are 
preparing for ithy this encoumgeinaatof 
hisattentioas; yovdeannot be his wlfe.^' 

Prances burst into tears; not a sgn- 

^ 4 

.^ce could tbe^ expostulatloiw of 
sister draw from iifir->4ier uianncr'was 

I 

. 1 ^ that o£ 6nUQDnQ<:s, but griei^ sorrow,^ 
remorse. 

.^Tbe next morning she went ber fe, 
,e^stpmcd ride ;‘sat down to, table witp 
the iamily, and was no more vi^b^; 
licr chjlfd was her coiupanioo. "A short 
note .iufonned £lizM)e0i, that site had 

bade 
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baH^ her adieu for ever—tluit tibe virtue, 
the fortitude she displayed, so much 


ag^ravatdd the crimes of which slie had 
beej^guilty, that her presence was a con¬ 
stant source of reproach to lier—tiiat she 


loved and honoured her more fl)an any 


one in thecworld—^but that they must 
never meet ngdtn.” The note contained 


a bank-l^ to some amount 


** Oil God I*" cried Elizabeth, as the 
^^rawl fell frinn her trembling hand, 
to Mdiat new sorrows am I to bt ex- 
* posed! So various and so strange are 
the ti'fels to whicli thou'seest fit to sub- 
ject fne, that 1 must lose tliat confidence 


»!n thy providence whidi has hitherto 
•solaced me, and give myse\f up to the 


despair these aggravated grieis will 
aureiy excuse.” 


The step which Frances had taken 
^as so utterly unlike the geneifal tenor 
of her conduct—timid, even, to cliildtsh- 

1 Q ness. 
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I 

ness, that she could in no way accdunt 
for the feeling which prompted''her to it; 
and when she contemplated th^e m^ek 
innocCTice of her character, the so(ftt|ess 
of her disposition, and the extreme 
beaut}’’ of her person, she trembled fc>r 
her safety. 

^^Tien Frederick Damley received his 
sister’s letter, recommending the cause 
of Klizabeth to his consideration, he ex> 
ct-rated his country connexions as a grt?at 
borl-, and was devising some excuse to 
rid himself of the business, when a hack¬ 
ney-coach passed the window ‘of the 
coffee-room where he w’as standing; 
and some bustle h&ying occurred, it was- 
detained fpr a few minutes. The wm- 
dows ivei-e let down by its occupie^. 
ascertain what occasioned the dctliri|i|h, 
and a gentleman, who w’as standing 1)}* 
him. directed his attention towards it, 
by exclaiming—“ By Heavens, Darn- 
ley ! ’tis a divinity !” On following the 

( dirceti6n 
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direction of his friend’s glance, Frede¬ 
rick reoognized a face he was convinced 
Mh dnee known; and the siibjec;t he 
fco^l^n considering immetliately recall¬ 
ing the Beverly family to his remem- 
> brance. he had no difficulty in^xing the 
resemblance there. All desire of evading 
further s<^cifetion on the part of Mrs. 
Beverly now subsided; but as his memo¬ 
ry could not identify to which branch of* 
the family this beautiful fiice appcrtdn- 
■^d, on finding Mrs. Beverly had quit¬ 
ted the hedgings to vdiich he was»direct- 
ed, he was questioning the landlady to 
asedftain if Mrs. Beverly had any com- 
})anion ? The name of Aukland, con¬ 
nected with the ©arnleys and widow- 
liood, seemed mysterious’; he had no 
time to pur.sue his inquiries, for Elizabeth 
arrived. Tlicir ride w^s not long. In 
Mias Beverly lie discovered the sup¬ 
posed widow. Her agitation, when the 
child was introduced, confiilaed every 
suspicion. 


Frederick 
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r^rederick was not a libertine, fbr'be 
started with horror from the eduction 
of innocence. But he liad liv^ ]ong%n 
the world; he had fluttered a&)i^*a 
court—he had learned to lessen tlie hor¬ 
ror of guilt by a palliative term. He. 
had given in his manna* a ccHintenance 
to vices, from which herHattered him- 
self his soul shrunk; but in making his 
estimate of moral evil, he considered it 
with reference to the‘communityj'-not 
to the individual, and in himself he 
lued fhe virtues of the patriot, not of 
the man. The fine talents of some of 
his associates had given a fictitiousc^lus- 
tre to their private characters, wlficli 
were degraded by sensual indulgences • 
and luxurious habits. In neglecthig to 
analyse the qualities which elicitcdvM& 
admiration, he lessened liis quick feiree 
of immorality. I he beauty of I’^ronces 
had captivated his senses—her innocent 
loveliness ‘ had seduced his afiections * 
—had'he believed her virtuous, he had 

yet ^ 
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yet- ■principle cxiough to fly from tlK? 

: but he deemed her decep- 
U\«e>^e knew her to be imjMrudent, and 

unacquainted with any pallia¬ 
tive ^uses to be advanced in her favour; 
be therefore oonsidered her a lawful 
l^rize. De^ly akilled in the sdenoe of 
tl>e human«heartf it is no wonder he 
soon effaced the remembrance of Auk- 
land from that of ]<^rances-~susceptlble, 
even to a fault* -The simplicity of her 

4«oks, tlie propriety of her mariners, and 
the internal evidence he gained of the 

* delicacy of her feelings, which her error 
had not been able to eradicate, would, 

* in aw earlier stage of their acquaintance, 
have proved her safeguard; but his heart 

* had bAtome intefested in tlie pursuit, 
and in her beautiful eyes he read a reei- 

. proAl feeling—he could not retract—he 

^ hilled her conscience b/thatwrtof con- 
versation men know so well how to 
tidapt t6 an unreflecting, inexperienced 
girl; and as her innocence was lost, her 

principles 
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principles became subverted. Rouss^ii, 
Mary Wolstonecroft, with his own illus¬ 
trations, were his vehicles fof yet more 
dangerous doctrines. Yet in tlfe 
resignation of Clizabeth, his triumph re¬ 
ceived A check*; her heart felt a pang, 
and she willingly listened to his wislies, 
that they might escape fheir influence. 


CHAP* 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


» • 

4 love thee; I dote on thy fiice so divine; 

M 4 I • > - V ^ ^ 

I must and Itote ibee^ and furce makes titee mine. 

The llrt Kihg. 


By those that deepest feel are ill etprest 

e • 

. TI)6 indistinctness of tlie suQerhig breasCt 

tlnmsand thoughts begin to end in one^ 

Which seeks from all the refuge fouod in ooiief 

TJU Cerieir« 


Passion» 


TiiK week alloweil to Beverly for deli¬ 
beration was past; the mart who co»ld 
de^|bel'Hte on such a subject was capable 
of only one line of conduct; be per¬ 
suaded himself that his ivife*s virtue 
jM'ould rise more resplondfently biigl)t 
from tlffc trial; that it was only this con¬ 
sideration 
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sidcration tliat^coitld induce him to 
init to the exposure; he forgot that 
when a man forfeits his wife’s esteem^ 
he loses the greatest safeguard to lier 
lionoiir. 

4 I 

EKzabeth ivas surprised at an obser-^ 
Vation from her husband, thht their pre> 
sent lodgings were too expensive, ac> 
companied by a proposal that they Hhould 
remove into others wliicb he had kxdced 
over in the meaning. 

I 

Tnis proposition was of course assent* 
ed to by KUzabeth; and she soon found 
herself in rooms more neatly and com* 
fortably fitted up, which her husband 
assured her were taken at about two- 
thirds the expence the last were held at. 

She found her landlady a polished, in¬ 
deed alirarat an elegant woman, about' 
forty; she was the widow a Ueutcnai^t 
of tlie navy.- She soon became much 

attached 
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attached to our heroine; end having, a 
• few' yeers since, lost a child the age' of 
the little* Frances, imbibed a fondness 


further ^carcely inferior to the raatemaL 


In the sitting-toom appropriated to 
our heroine were some book-shelyes, 
neatly and festefbUy fitted up, contain¬ 
ing some ^egantly-bound books; they 
were principally of the lighter kixid ; 
many of the German plays then so much 
\jii v<%ue, some French novels, and some 

4 

oi Our modem British poets. 


Though Elizabetlfs mind, from re- 
.cent ^fllictive circumstances, was just 
now too refiective to dwell on this sort 

s 

’ <lf reading with mgu^ pleasure, yet the 
a|)pasrance of the books gava to her little 
rpmn an appearance of coipfort, a sem- 
‘blance of home, which conteyed a plea- 
' suraUe sensation to her bosom, if plea¬ 
sure is not too stitmg a teroi to apply ti> 
tluit heart, whose every hope* ip the 

spring 
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s])ring of life is chilled by disap^icit^ 
meat. 

r 

f 

She was scarcely settled in Ifcr new 
abode, when captain Prince called one 
morning, and, with particular intelli' 
gence in his look and manner, depreca¬ 
ted her grief, as be ackjiowledged him- 
self the bearer of intelligence which he 
feared would prove afflictive. 

Elizabetli, whose mind was filled with 
the recent .elopement of her sister, beg¬ 
ged to know what he had to communi¬ 
cate? 

Her anxiety had robbed her cheek cfC 
the faint bloom whioli still retained its 
station there, and the tears started into 
her eyes as she waited his eljcidation. 

He began by asking—Have you 
seen Mr. Beverly since breakfast?” 

** No; he left me early tliis mominir.’* 

« Tliat 
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‘ liiat iie left you no adi^, I am 
veil informed; and 1 am now led to 
auvnise tkat you are also ignorant of his 
ireqgnt Ippointmenl in India.** 

** Appointiaeut in India ! is it pos- 

** Indeed jt is; I was fortunate enough 
to procure ^t fear him« and am happy to 
say he estimates my ftlendship as it de- 
serveSj for to me he has entrusted a trea¬ 
sure j\'bich Icings ^uld not purcluise— 
has deputed me the guardian, the 
gprOtectOT of his—childfor in the , cold 
surprise EUzabetb’s manner expressed, 
he read the disapprobation with wiiich 
*any«iQre pointed allusion would be re- 
4 ;eived. , 

“ My child! Had he then so little 
confidence in my affectio^, my cares, 
.that»it was necess^y to j^ominate an¬ 
other ^ardian?” 

** He estimates you as all must who 
know you; but there are drcumstances, 
there lire cases, in which a woman can¬ 
not 


t 
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not commuid the means of deddhig— 
be it my care to assist in them.” 

r i 

lie paused; but he sa:^ in EusiahAth 
no smile of apprdvd, bo mark of appro¬ 
bation ; tier heart was endrded by dis¬ 
may; no tAdsh, no tear* marked her 
senae the iiei^ insult ^le kad reedred 
from her husband, but in sleepless 
jiights, her restless, anxious days, socm 
gave evideiioe of her deep feeling on the 
occasion.. 


The most delicate asdduities, the most 
soothing attentions, were lavished on 
her by captun PiiRoe, the most frigidly 
oares proffered by. Mrs. Seymour, hef 
landlady; but nothing could sooth the 
Bnxiety of our heroina At length she 
acquainted her new friend, that she'pu^ 


jiosed, with her child, seeking 8(Bne r&> 
tired ^)6t in the country, whae they 
might dnd shelter and cdmfiirt; and 


that on the sale of a few ornaments, and 
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the.labour of ha* hands^ she must de- 
|>end for subsistence till she could re- 
•cet)^e remitttfioes from her husband.' 

Mrt. Seymour saw no necessity, for 
•such a sftcrifrce; she had understood Mr. 
^^everly's ap|K)mtment was lueratiire, and 
his friend \^oul^ certainly advance any 
sum necessary for ho* present purpose. 

Sh^then launched frnih m the praises 
of^ptain Prince’s gaierosity and worth; 
but«Elizabetli’s rescdufron was not to be 
shaken; she could not submit to a vo¬ 
luntary dependence; and from her own 
exertions she hoped -a relief to her op- 
.piession of spirits; sh^ therefore declared 
har resolution of leaving her present resi¬ 
dence at the expiration of die time for 
which they liad taken the lodgings; 
and to forward her plans, sent her faithful 
‘Bertram down to Bath, tq seek, in Us 

4 

neiglibourbood, some abode s^iited to 

4 9 

her humble circumstances. ( 


She 
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She DOW found some leisure to pqti^er 
on tlie singular circumstance of her h.us> 
band having left lier without pi adieu; 
and in her next intc/view withc^tain 
IVince, adverted to the circumstan^3>y 
inquirif^ if Air. Beverly had left for her 
no message, no scrap of paper ? 

“ None» madam, b^t \vhat I have 
had tile pleasure of ooumiunicating; to 
me, indeed, he spoke much of you; he 
lamented that an union with iiim should, 

c ^ 

on your account, ever have taken jilaca. 
Oh, Klizabeth,'* be eiied, felling at. !ier 
feet, ** do you wonder ftiot I also join 
iai his regrets ? „Are you still blinded to 
the passion wliich coasumes me—Tyh’'‘hi 
filled my bosom the first instant I saw 
you—that must live thm; till time itself 
be lost ? Had 1 kingdoms, they should 
be offered with my hand; as it is, J can 
only proffer my fortune and my love. 
Nay, hear me,** he continued; “ look 
not so h<^rror-struck; your husband has 
relinquished you, being well convinced 

he 
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he.cannot conduce to yoiu* happiness; 
accept? then of my protection. Your 
clgjd I iqust demand. Can you consent 
to desArt it T* 

Anguish, horror, and amazement, 
struggled in the bosom of Elizabeth for 
expression ^ th^ oontest was so violent, 
that life itself seemed almost sacrificed; 
slic sunk on the floor Insensible. Loi^ 
she 4^ntinued so,, and fiom her faintness 
.^wvered only to fall into a lethargic 
^Icep, which continued for some hours; 
she awoke from it with a loud scream, 
and throwing back t)»e curtains, de- 
inaTided, in a frantic voice, her child. 

Captain Princej who was near tlie 
b^, advancing towards her, Endeavoured 
-ta bike her hand; he would have ex> 
^)!resscd his regrets at havmg wounded 
' her feelings—^he would have deprecated 
her resentment, have implored her par* 
don, but the wild, the vftca^ the fixed 

VOL, II. ■* K gaze 
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gaze which met his view, arrested hiS 
words, and they faltered on his Kps. 

“ Oh give me my child!” she cried. 
** I will kneel to thee^ and be thy ser¬ 
vant, for a sight of its-cold and mangled 
•corse! ’Tis in Tain you try to hide her 
from me; she loved m^ so much, that 
she will burst even the bonds of death 
to view me !** 

Loud and reit^«tcd shrieks now suc> 
eeeded, and incoherent expressions, of 
the wildest and most dreadful import, 
almost reduced her persecutor to her own 
situation; he desiTe<i the nurse to take 
Frances to her. She gazed on the child 
vacantly, imd seemed not to heed her. 
till, alamied at her wandering and ghast¬ 
ly look, idle turned afrnghted from Inr, 
and hiding her face in the nurse’s bosom, 
wept bitterly. 

Elizabeth ^n locdring earnestly on 

it. 
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Itv ‘sciemed to 4well istently on some 
passing^thou^t, for she smd, quick and 
mutteiing—God tempers the wind to 
tlje slimn lamb and then added, ** God 
me A Messing cmce; but I wept 
«Qver it, and chesished tt; and tiow I aoa 

quitfr—qirite deserted r 

% 

The expression of her countenance 
iiad now changed from wild insanity to 
fixed despsur; silent, and pale as a sta. 
*%ge, sat a{q>arehtly lost in grief 
Questions, commands, »itreat}e% and 
oxpostulatlcms, were alike unheeded. 

The pliysieians who attended her pro* 
*jiounced her in imminent danger; but 
having, with soflie difficidty, admini¬ 
stered a composing ^u^t, dedared 

would be soon decided. 

a 

To endeavour to anAlyi& the fedings 
•of captain Prince, would he difficult 
and an unprofitable task; be would have 

K S sacrificed 



EDUCATION. 


196 

sacrificed his fortune, even his life,'to 
have restored her to reason; and many 
were the vows he offered to fidiil on her 
recovery; but when he saw her again 
rising from the bed of sickness—saw tlie 
proud resignation of her manner, her 
dignified look and commanding air, his 
former views, hopes, and’wij^ies return¬ 
ed. 

She now insisted on • having her kittle 
Matilda (for so she now always callpd' 
her fihild) constantly with her, atnd 
would scarcely trust it a moment from 
her arms. This "exertion, so trying to a 
frame weakened as hers was by ilbiess 
and mental struggles, so much retarded’ 
her recovery, that her medical' atten¬ 
dants declared they thought her consti¬ 
tution would pot sustain the shock, IT 
some plan was nbt devised to prevail on 
her to relinquish an effort so inconsistent 
with her strength. 

V 
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* •.OptuR Prince, who dared not yet 
obtrude himself upon her, was not sorry 
for the opportunity now offered of claim* 
ix\g Aer atteiitiof); he therefore, in a 
short note, ex])res$ed his wish to be al¬ 
lowed a few minutes conversation with 
her, in older to relieve her mind from 
the drea^wlibh seemed to oppress it 
for the fate of her diild. He was imme¬ 
diately admitted; and advancing to- 
wa];^8 the sofa, where Elizabeth was 
^ited, expressed his pleasure at finding 

her so much recovered, and would have 

^ # 

taken her hand; but she used it to press 
the fjhild closer to her bosom, and she 
wrapped her veil round it, as if to shield 
her from the toucji which she feared 
might anuihilate*it; and the cold shud¬ 
der of her averted look *spoke, in the 
■moEt expressive manner, her abhorrence 
of captain Prince. 

He oras not prepared for tins; he ex¬ 
pected vehement reproach; and from it 

K 3 he 
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he hoped to have extracted some~9ei9tl> ■ 
jsnent memWng gvatatude^ upoti giving 
up evtry olaiin upon the inf^t ef Kliaa** 
hetib. 

Seme moimnt*^ weve pasted in silence; 
at lengthy tumii^ tosvaa^ es^taus 
Prinepr Elizabeth taaA-^ I had deter¬ 
mined^ nr, on never again viewing m 
man who eoiild pnvert the name and 
purposes of fneaidship as yoa have done« 
hot the ckam yow think proper to a^. 
sett Over the deatiny of my diild has 
ebanged my determinatioit. Let me 
DOW hear what sse your views, what 
your intentions; do not fear niy suppli- 
eatioBS shall be exer^ to induce you to 
change your purpose; for 1 fe^ my 
hedth is m sudi a state, that the iuhiL 
meiTl your threst wiH leave me %7o-* 
thing to wish, to hope, ra to fear, ki this 
world.” 

She paused; and from her sOenue only 
did captiun Prince imagine she expected 

an 
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‘afiAnswer; for her looks^ the most 
profound melancholy, wm again di- 
rveted to her child^*' 1 eame, madatn, 
iicith.*an intentic^ of giving up every 
claim that could give you uneanness; 
, 1 came determined to canedi in your 
presence, ^e deed which constituted me 
the gustt^an ^ m^or. Beverly’s child; 
but this settled aversion, from leaving 
me no hope that any step can gain me 
yo^r regard, ha$ unsettled my purpose. 
’ ^ut if you wiU only promise to see me 
sometimes, to let nae endeavour, ^by the 
'ecnrectness of my future conduct, to 
prove myself your fnmd; say but you 
will do this, and any time you may de- 
^ maud for the restoijttion o£ your hedth* 
any i^treat you may prefa: for that pur* 
pose, shall be yours; and my presence 
* shall not be obtruded upon you till the 
expiration of the term which you shall 
appoint.’* : 

W e will not follow the d^ptain through 

K 4 the 
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the argimients he used, ncn* trace Eliza* * 
beth’s filings as she deadened eveiy 
liope vanity or passion could raise in his 
bosom. Ere tltey parted, she four/d hqr 

situation even worse than she had i\\f~ 

$ 

mised. In Mrs. Seymour ^e found a 
creature of captun Prince; apd in the 
debt she had unavoidably contracted* she 
found a plea was raised for her deten* 
tion. 

As s}>c hoped the sale of her watch 
and ori^amente woiild produce sufficient 
for the discharge of this, she wrote her 
faithful Bertram, to desire she would^dis* 
pose of them, and foiw^ard to her the 
amount; at the same .time informing her, 
that her long and expenSi ve illness Would, 
^he feared, render it impossible for her 
to adopt the plan of retirement and cohi- ‘ 
fort she once hop^ to possess : but that 
immediately on the receipt of the money 
she had written for, she should again take 
possession of the apartment her mother 

h;ul 
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•had before appropriated to her, till she 
had* adopted some plan for her future 
subsistence. 

* *pay after day elapsed, and no answer 
arriving, Elizabeth became •a prey to 
the most dreadful anxiety; her health 
visibly junk#beneath the conflict; an¬ 
other and another letter was written; 
and the idea, that either the one she 
h^ sent, or the cme she expected to ar- 
,rive, had been detained, took possession 
of her mind. On the seventli day after 
tlie date of the letter she had first writ¬ 
ten, in taking tlie child from the ser¬ 
vant (whom alone she would now suffer 
to relieve her in the fatigue attendant 
on h), she found a letter slipped into 
her hand, and was inexpressibly sur¬ 
prised, on going into her chamto, to- 
read as follows 



X 5 
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** A l<mg period ba» elapsed 
since your name bas passed my 
the same time bas found me endiavoijtf 
ing to banish frmn my heart that image 
which animated evoy polsatkm; im Ihe 
struggle I have never inqimd tf-' l had 
been successful, till 1 heard that you 
were unfortunate, when 1 felt diat all 
you could wish extirpated was lost; and 
only the most lively esteem, the most 
profound respect, and the sincerest 
friendship, remained; these sentiinent« 
have led me to be minute in my inqui¬ 
ries respecting you; I traced you to your 
present residence—I presented myself at 
your door to desire admittance, hut V'as 
always told you saw no company. Sub¬ 
sequent circumstances iiave led me to 
suppose that you were i^orant of my 
visits; I therefore take this c^portunlty 
of entreating you to consider me as your 
friend, and that you will have my agen¬ 
cy in any way that may be most useful 
to you. If your present situation is 

compulsatory, 
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compulaatoffy, su^r me to apprise some 
of your fnends of it; if pecuniary em- 
■barra^ments have any thing to do with 
it, insider tha\ the kind of assistance 
w^ch can extricate you from them is 
the least proof you can gi^ a young 
man, without comiexions or claims on 
his pur^, of^our esteem. 

That I am not more energetic in 
my language, niore warm in my oflfers, 
you must attribute to the very delicate 
, situation in which 1 find myself placed, 
%nd not to ahy want of the septiments 
which must make any w*ay you can ren¬ 
der him useful, an cfOee of pleasure to 
your very sincere and obedient humble 
servant, • 

• • “ Edmund Dekmont.” 

# 

1 

In her answer to tide letter, which 
W'as conveyed through the servant the 
next time the child wasf taken to walk, 
Elizabeth, after expressing the feelings 

K 6 of 
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of gratitude such unexpected proofs of 
friendship were calculated to exdte, aHil- 
ed herself of his attentioiis, only to reir 
quest he would deposit^ v in the post-, 
office, a letter to her fiuthtul Bertratn,*' 
and to rcdeive and convey her the an¬ 
swer to it through tlie same channeL 

Awakened to the characters of her 
hostess and captain Prince, the watch¬ 
fulness with which she regarded them 
now led her to conceive tliey had some 
grand plan in agitation; lier surprise 
may therefore be imagined, when tins 
friend of her husband gave her to un¬ 
derstand that he was at length deter¬ 
mined to relinquislv a pursuit, from 
which he could hope to derive no ad¬ 
vantage; and added witK significance, 
that Mrs. Seymour had promised to pls^ 
no farther barrier ih the way of her re¬ 
moval, if she would consign to her tlie 
valuables she had in her pdssessiort. 


ti'oyfully 
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'Joyfully did Elizabeth assent to these 
terms I and taking her treacherous land¬ 
lady to her own room, delivered to her 
every article of ner wearing apparel, ex- 
tej^ting only the clothes she must neces¬ 
sarily wear in her journey do^n to Bath, 
where slje thought she had reserved 
money enough, hx>in her employment 
at her needle, to carry her. 

«So anxious was she to complete this 
purpose, that she declined waiting even 
for the letters she expected tc^ receive 
from Mr. Dermont; and in taking leave 
of Mrs. Seymour for the night, begged 
t» mention the following morning for 
the commencement of her journey. 

Yet the Uncertainty of her future 

pi'ospects, the conduct of her husband, 

and a thousand otlidb idess, which onlv 

* ^ 

the unhappy can imagine, for only tlie 
unhappy c*ari feel, obtruded* themselves 
on her imagination, and cliascd sleep, 

till 
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till towards morning, wlien slie fell into 
a heavy and unrefreshing slumber, from 
which she did not awake till rather a late 
hour. Having taken some refreslunent, 
she searched in her desk for the small 
where she’kept her notes~«it was not to 
be found. In vain she looked every 
where to which she had acces;:—it was 
gone, irrecoverably gone; and seven shil¬ 
lings in her purse was all the worldly 
property at her command. 

For a moment she hesitated whether 
to apply to captain Prince for a supply 
Buflicieiit to carry her to Bath, where 
she yet believed the sale of a few va¬ 
luables in her possession would still af¬ 
ford litT a temporary ihcans of subsis¬ 
tence; blit the abhorrence site felt for 
him immediately damped this idea; aatd 
she had received tdo many mortifications 
fi’om those she had already received froiii 
Mrs. Seymour, to condesbend to’accept 
from her any* additional favours; she 

titerefore 
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' therefore determined to perform the 
journcjr on foot. On such a public road, 
ahe thought it most probable some con¬ 
veyance might offer, which could be ob- 
at an easy eXpence; for now out 
of the power of her persecutors, every 
iinpedim^t seemed trifling. 


She forgot her own delicate health— 
the infant scarcely two years old, who 
demanded lier assistance; and after throw> 
jng on her chrak and bonnet, she de¬ 
scended to Mrs. Seymour s roojn; and 
telling her she was come to deliver tlie 
Rejw of licr apartments, and to hid her 
a^inal adieu, she courtesied, and would 
have withdrawn, when a shabby-looking 
man* who was Vaiting in the passage, 
arrested her attention, as he entreated 
■ sfec would not forget t!ie shoeblack; and 
added, Susan having twen sent out on an 
errand, had desired him to entreat the 
lady fo remefnber her likewise. 


These 
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These claims on her purse had always 
been generously remembered by Eliza¬ 
beth. Her eyes were turned .towards 
Mrs. Seymour, and she would Ii^e pe¬ 
titioned her assistance, but the xnslig- 
nant triumph she there witness^ de¬ 
cided her; and drawing out her purse, 
she gave it to the man, oad desiring he 
would divide the contents with Susan, 
and to tell the letter she should remu¬ 
nerate her in a way better according with 
her wishes, when she arrived at Hath, 
again turned <toward8 the door, as Mrs. 
Seymour seemed making an ineffectual 
motion to detain her, for her attei^tion 
was totally engrossed by surprise at (he 
sight which now n;^t her view; and 
her surprise was changed to hornj^^ 
a gentleman called to the ofiScers d^us- 
tice. who entered with him, to seize that 
woman, who stood charged on oath with 
having detained a letter intended for one 
of her lodgers, inclosing a xionsiderable 
sum of money; 


i^zabeth 
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' *<KUzabeth too paused, for in tbe per- 
son of the gentleman she discovered JVlr. 
IdemryoQt, who, approaching her with 
the mpst marked respect, begged to be 
aHowed the pleasure of a few minutes 
, conversation with lier. 

She le(}\iinato a small parlour; and 
he there entreated her pardon for the li¬ 
berty he liad taken in proceeding so far 
in •an aflkir so, material, without her 
' ^notion; but that, having no opportu- 
raty of forwarding a letter to her, and 
’having learned from Susiin that it was 
ht‘r intention to leave J/ondon that morn¬ 
ing, he had ventured on the step she 
; was so much surpysed at; at the same 
time tlrawing a*lettcr from his pocket, 
which, he said, was from ^Irs. Bertram, 
•ac"! which she had directed for him, iii 
the fear, however giDuinlless,. that her 
mistress’s imme might invite curiosity, 
even through that cliuiiiicl. • 


KHzubeth 
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Elizabeth was nnidi agitated*to 

attend, at this rooment, to tiie pa^cu> 
lars Ilermont would liave adsranced; 
and indeed t^e embarrassment he felt, 
when csdled upc«i to make the disdosure,. 
rendered dt so obscure, that we.must 
leave his tale, and give the particulars 
in his own wojrda. / 


'©HAP- 
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£ach loiiri^ scene shafl thee restore^ 

For fiiee the tear be dulj khed, 

Belo#d, till fife khnll (-liHrin no more. 

And uiourn'd (ill pRj's eelf be dead. 

Dirge m Cj/frtbelin$t 


Friends shewn in Acts ef Friend^ip. 

*Mii. Dermont haring, soon after the 
XAaifiage of Elizabeth, lost his &ther» 
eatne into possession of a dear five him- 
■ dred a-year. This property, though 
small*, was amply sufildeiit for his ideas 
of comfort, even with a w^e and family. 
•IX^alUed, unconnected as he was, it 
seemed rather a curse "than a blessing, 
for the house appertaining to the estate*, 
by bnnging *to his rem^brance the 
hours Elizabeth had parsed in it, was 

blended 
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bletided with too many ideas inimical-to 
his peace to become Ins residence j and 
the farm which his father had •himsojf 
occupied, and which might, by eipplciy- 
ing his time, have dissipated the meiaK> 
choly which still preyed on his mind, 
not being necessiiiy' to his comfort, was 
let with the house, and he ^indulged 
liimself in making the tour of his own 
country. 


In passing through Bath, the crystal 
enclosing the hair in his brooch being 
loose, he stepped into a jeweller's, to get 
it fastened. As he was waiting, h^i ob¬ 
served, with some othei* articles, a ch^in 
and seals lying on th^ counter; and care¬ 
lessly taking them up$ he was struck 
W'ith a device he w'eil remembered to 
have seen on Elizabeth's notes.' It 
an extraordinary coincidence, as she had 
been a resident here. Could she be 
enough reduced to be linger the^meces- 
sity of disposii)g of these trifles? 


As 
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* *1 As tills question was painfully agi¬ 
tating his mind, he examined another— 
Elizabeth” met his view on a scroll— 
itlnu^t be hers. * He turned towards the 
eller, and requested to know if these 
.were,to be disposed of? and yms answer¬ 
ed iu the affirmative. 

% 

4 

V 

# 

After assuring Mr. Stock that Ins 
questions were not dictated by idle cu¬ 
riosity, he proceeded to inquire who had 
left them for sale ? and *was told that a 
plain-dressed woman had requested a 
g^ven sum of money on them and a few 
othr^r trinkets, as the lady to whom tliey 
l^iilonged had immediate occasion for 
that sum—^that shejlcclined selling them 
altogether, but “that the lady would re¬ 
turn m a few days, and Vould then de- 
’liike sonsc means of repaying him.— 
Being engaged at thelnonient, IMr, Slock 
had requested that she w0uld call again, 
that he inirlit make soxie inquiries re¬ 
specting lier cliaracter, wliich he hud 

found 
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found veiy fespectaUe; snd he ]iad tio‘ 
doubt but the valtiaUes m question bad 
belonged to Mn» fieverly, for it yiroi her 
coiifidenti^ servant, whom he noWiCvc cj 
minute -eKfMoted* j^mI «du> vciy aoc^ 
ftfler appeared. 

4 

Mr. Dcrmont having Jtepp^ on one 
side, as she conversed with the jeweller, 
licurd the accents of her voice, m tones 
of disappointment, as Mr. Stock advi^ 
her to ap|dy to a pawnbroker, it beinp^ 
<]uite out of Iks way to take viduables of 
this desciiption. 

< 

She •was turning to leave thealn^, 
distress vexy legibly, impiinted on her 
<xnintei4ance, when Edmund, stuping 

forward, beggra to be allowed to ad< 

* 

vance ilie requked sum, at the sa4|^ 
time demanding, in return, sudi jNfkl- 
ciilars respec^g the lady, few ^Vhom he 
was intere^ed, as he wishetj^^to kijbw. 


slaving 
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\$ .paving gathered the iiiforraation he 
roqueted, lie desired that her niistress 
inipht nbt, till her return, be informed 
tha^ Ae money ^as obtained wiUiout 
ihff of the jewel^ and immediately 
depaft^ for LmidtHi. 


He wait^ imt long before he iH'e< 
sented himself at the door of Mrs. Sey¬ 
mour for admission; and inquiring for 
JVlrs.^ Beverly, he was informed she 
was not at home. This surprised him, 
as^ic hod, but a minute Ixifore, seen a 
gentleman enter, whom he supposed to 
be captain Prince; and these suspicions 
were confirmed by tlio groom, who was 
■leading his hca^ in the street. He ac- 
^cordingly pursued the inquiry, il* any 
one lodged there besides Mis. Beverly ? 


aiid 4^as answered in the negative. 


He returned disconsolate |o his lodg- 
pigs, and the foHowing moniai;tg iqiplied 
again, wkli no better suecess. He now 

inquired 
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inquired if the card he had left on 
})recediiig day had been presented ? Tlic 
girl seemed embarrassctl, but acknow¬ 
ledged that her mistress had desiied that 
all cards and letters letl for Mr«. Be¬ 
verly should be carried to her, and that 
nobody should be admitted to her pre¬ 
sence but captain Prnce, who was a 
daily visitor. 


Having doubled the bribe by which 
he had gained this intelligence, he begged 
that the girl would devise some plan 
whereby he might pursue his conversa¬ 
tion ; and she leaving told him at rdiat 
hour she should be abroad with Mrs. 
Beverly's child, he waited her arriv}*!: 
and the result of tlii^ conversation was 
the letter which has been laid before iny 
readers. 

Surmising, from the intelligence he 
had gatlicred from the girl, tliat Mr*. 
Beverly had been disappointed of some 


monc'’ 
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^tnoncy she had expected to receive, he 
had n6 hesitation in believing that her 
letter to Mrs. Bertram was to inquire 
the res^n ; and ou questioning the girl 
ve.y*close1y, she confessed having taken 
lettei^feom the postman, for v^ich she 
had paid double postage from Bath, and 
liavingdeliverea it tothehandsof her mis¬ 
tress. He therefore took down her depo- 
sition immediately; and on her se^dng 
him on the evening of the day preceding 
tli^ 6xed for Elizabeth’s departure, he 
!ieaid fkom her enough of a ^nversation 
which had passed between Mrs. Seymour 
ana captain Prince, to inform him they 
meant to take every advantage of her 
nNiessities, to place her completely in 
«thelr power, not doming it possible that 
in her present weak state she could un- 
4eVt..\e such a journey; but even in the 
^event of this they were not Unprepared, 
for she would have been agaiy intercut- 
and laired !>ack to \hesn. 


‘ VOL. IL 
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Just now ^Irs. Bertram’s letter w^b i 
presented to him. As soon as he began 
it, he perceived who it was for, and also 
ascertdned that his suspicions resp^ti^g 
it were well founded as its date exactly 
tallied with tliat on which Susan had ^ 
taken the letter to her mistress. He 
now hesitated not a monient; but tak¬ 
ing the officers of justice, arrested iMrs. 
Seymour, as we have seen. 

Kre Elizabeth had concluded her con- > 
ference with 'Mr, Dermont, she received '* 
a message from Mrs. Seymour, eiiti’cat- 
ing to see her. 'He immediately? told 
Elizabeth tliat he had foreseen this, vnd 
adding, it was no«doubt to endeavour ‘ 
to persuade |icr to avbid bringirTg tlie 
affair into a court of justice, which she 
would, of course, wish to avoid—“ '''ou 

I « 

are, my dear madam, so much agitated, 
that 1 must insist on your having some 
refi^shindkit f and ringitrj the bell, he 
sent Susan, vi4io answered it, for a glass 

of* 
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oi’wine, while he entreated to he allow¬ 
ed to i^eet Mrs. Seymour, and .act for 

^Sie gratefully accepted this proposal; 
fand liaving consigned Klizabem to the 
care of Sitsan, whom he desired not to 
leave her«tiU his return, and having iiy 
a whisper warned Susan to apprise him 
if caphun I’rincc should intrude, he de¬ 
parted to Mrs. Seymour. 

4 

‘On his return, M'hich wa^not tiU some 
time had elapsed, he informed her that 
lVlrs.*Seymour, finding all prevarication 
useless, had gladly agreed to reimburse 
Iier for the money-^“ And,* he added, 
bowing, “ I took the lib^prty, finding 
from her conversation that she pretend¬ 
ed have some claims op you, to settle 
them all from the money she restored. 
The overplus,” he ad<^ed, f* I have tlio 
pleasure of p:esenting to yiou*;* and he 
placed sometliing more titan tliirty gui¬ 
lds . peas 
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ncas in her hands, with Mrs. Scymoh/s 
hill, properly receipted—** I also desired 
that your bed might agdn be ‘pr^p^'^d, 
and that my servant should al!%> ^ve 
one made up .withki the sound of ^your 
«; and that this good girl,’" he addeu, 
pointing to Susan, **: should be consth 
ttuted attendant on thfs aweet^little crea¬ 
ture, that you might have a night of 
unintermpted repose, and 'that you 
might have noiuitber occasion to see or 
converse with this disgrace to her sL‘X. 
I hav«r had all these items added to her 
biU.*^ 


The tears started into EliMbeth’s ^y^ 
at these delicate attentions, but she did 
not attemptto utter a word—she k>oked 
her thanks. 


He then, with distant respect, begged . 
to be allowed to inquire after hpr health 
in the evening, took his leave, after sign¬ 
ing to Susan to follow hin^ from the^ 


room, 
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^A3bm, when, giving her some directions 
conducive to the comibrt oi' Elizabeth, 
hewu^tted her, at^ arrived at his lodg¬ 
ing. He had not-before dared to -dwell 
on^tQie altered look and naanner Kir- 
* 2 abeth^ it now struck to his hea^ as the 
circumstance of their first meeting pass¬ 
ed in review before him--intelligence, 
enthusiasm, genius, sensibility, and love, 
beaming in every glance, and animating 
every gesture; wiiilst the rose and the 
lily, which nature had so finely blended 
in her countenance, and which iff turn 
predominated, as distinct emotions a^- 
tated lier bosom, seemed almost useless 
to dblineate the feeling they betrayed, 
as eveiy line of hjer ^presivc counte- 
Wjice s^ved os an index "to her souk- 
Now sorrow had dismantled the <dieek 

•t % 

v>f its bloom, and care s^ppeared to have 
chilled the enthusiasm wh^ had so 
marked .h» character, the sensibility 
. winch formerly lived id h^ smiles and 
tears was now melted into a soft melan- 
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dioly; and the love, which had so o'ft'eri 
called for a sympathetic feeling in the 
bosom of her ootnpanions, seenued.'ost 
in that maternal feeling which impai- s to 
the heart so sweet^a reality; in pliu^ of 
the dreams of youthful passion, her ani¬ 
mation was absorbed in the mild resig¬ 
nation her countenance andwoice exhi¬ 
bited. 

He returned to Elizabeth in the even¬ 
ing, and had the pleasure of finding her 
calm * and tranquil, though her pallid 
countenance and heavy eyes gave but 
too evident signs that her health was not 
yet re-establi^ied; an expression of 
pleasure passed m^er her coiintenanee -aA 
he entered,* while the child struggled 
to get from her to Dermont, who had 
quite engaged her affection in the walks 
she had taken with Susan. 

The little ^rl banlshecf'tlie awkward- 
ness they must mutually have felt at 

this 
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^iV#rmeeting; aiid after taking some tea 
V'itli Kl^abeth, Mr Dermont departed^ 
ha^’.ing promised ^ retnni in the mom> 
ingJ aTi(} arran^^ for her departure. Slic». 
howler, refused the offer he had pressed 
\tpon her of allowing his servant to sleep 
with her, hgvin^ retained Susan in her 
dressing-room to'occupy a small bed 
placed there for the nurse. Sleep ngaiir 
fled her eyes; and on attempting to rise 
in tllfe morning, she found her head grow 
giddy, and she was obliged again to re> 
turn to her pillow. 


Mr. Vermont, tliongli concerned, wns 
not Surprised at this inic^mation. which 
was conveyed byvSusSin, whom he en- 
\re^cd to watch over the pf)or sufforcT. 
On his return, in about two hours, he 
v’aa surprised, on be ing, shewn into the 
Jittle sitting-room appmpriated to KU- 
wbeth, to meet Mr. Damlty, with 
whom he Tiaa a slight acquaintance. 
Beatrice soon after entered, and in an- 


swei» 
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swer to his anxious inquiries for the ■•irf-/ 
tercstinginvalid, she replied that slie be«f 
lieved quiet, and the society of' those.she 
loved and esteemed, would soon re; tore 
her; ** and, my dear sir ” she continued;. 
** while you go on to visit Matild:^ I wiH; 
with your leave, watch hy tliis dear 
friend.’* 

Mr. Damley took her hand, and Ills 
eyes spoke the pleasure his words did 
not attempt to give.—“ Much as your 
sister loves and values you, niy dear 
girl, 2 am sxire this excuse for your dp- 
dining the visit will afford licr the most- 
heartfelt satisfaction; and, added to the 
tale we have to convey of your friend’s 
virtuous fortitude, must communieat'> a 
view' of human nature, gratifying in 
the extreme; but Klizabeth will, I ho|)^ 
see me before I go,” 


“ She will receive you in a few mlv 
4'.utcs; she is but just dressed, and t}»t 

4 

effort has so much flutteied her, that she 
wishes a little repose ere she receives 

you. 
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ydiSil To you, sir,** she added, bowing 
to Mr. begged me to 

add excuses f|>r not availing herself 
of y >ur,attention this evening; she fiat> 
tei^ herself she shall be well enough to 
receive you in the morning.” 

It is time now to account for the un¬ 
expected arrival of Mr. and Miss.Darn- 
ley, who having in vain requested to see 
Mrs.«Beverly in Flmwell, had made her 
frequently the subject of their conversa^ 
tioA and thoughts. Their knxiety was 
^roost painfully increased by the arrival 
of anonymous lettdr, detailing, in 
pretty accurate terms, her situation with 
captain Prince—the danger to which 
her. virti^e and principles wore exposed ; 
and concluded with an earnest enti*eaty 
that Mr. Darnley would .endeavour to 
preseivc one he had so mucli loved and 
esteemed. 

Though ^Mr. Damley did not much 
• approve 



apptiove of the manner in which Ik: h - J 
obtained this information, he felt tea 
much interested in the subjet't to suffer 
it to be lost without tarther inquiry . and' 
the letter having referred^ Slrr. ’Jer- 
tram, at Bo.th, whom U ‘described as a 

, t I 

faithful attendant, for further informa¬ 
tion, he immediately wrote to her for 
every information; his letter arrived just 
as she had received the one from her 
mistress respecting the loss of th** mo¬ 
ney.; and the questions in Mr. Damley's 
letter respecting captain Prince having 
recalled several <^cumstances to her me¬ 
mory which set his conduct in i dubi¬ 
ous light, she returned such an answer 
as awakened all bis anxiety, and he im¬ 
mediately determined to take this oppor • 
tuiiity of visiting Matilda, her fnciids 
having long requested that plv irure; - 
and as L^ondon lay in their ibad, they 
could, witliout any appearance of atten¬ 
tion, which might leave a painful ot>ll-»'\ 

gation' • 











